LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
20 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007
566-7577
Gene A. Norman
CHAIRMAN
July 22,1944
ir. Lopert Toslet, “resijdent
Jocard of Trustees
Yew YOrK Historiczl Society
170 Centrzl Park “est
dew vork,iew Yorkx 10724
LB 34075% {(Uew ul ichinag)
LD” 24075¢ (- oﬂxflcatlon to Zoning Resolutiorf)
few-lork Historical Jociety (LP=0291)
Tentral rarx Jest~dest 75th Street
diztoric Tastrict
“lock 1129, 1lote 21 and 2%
Sorouih of  anhattan
Dear ir. soelet: -

&
Sursuant o Sectoon 207-5.0 5t the ryminsatremive Jode of the 1ty of lew
York,the Landwarks Preservation Commi=gion, at the fxecutive Session of June
12,1548, following the Pyolic Hearing of T=auzry 74,1944 an? "U“"o ent “xecutive
Jessions of i3y H, 19Q4 and ?une 3, 19734, voted not to grant a Tertificate of
woronriztensss for the | construction of & 27 story rower on ton ?f tne tlew-York
Historical Society and on a portion of the rear lot; the construction of two
60 foot tall rowhouses on W, 7H6tn Sr;the reconstruction of the existing entrance
to the library stacks on vest 7¢ Street to nprovide an entrance pavilion for the
srososed new apartment fower; and the rehabi litation »f 3n existing townhouse at
15 est 75th Street,as put forward in your zapmlizeanion completed on December
30,1923, At the request of the anplicsnt, the L Preservation Tomtiszion
held open the record of| the cublic hearing to farch (1284, and the amplicant
accordinaly ancess to extend the Tommiscions's f1me no reach a3 Jetermination
until June 13, d
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The application alsc inclus & reguest that the Landmarks Preservation
Comnission apply on behalf of the applicant to the City Planning Commission for
a speclal permit purspant to zection 74-711 of the Zonins Resolution for
modification of site coveradge,rear var? requirements, open space, street wall




requirements,and height and sethack. The Iomnigsion neted that Auring the
course of the application the zoning for the subiect site was changed; therefore
the aonplication for the requested special nermit woulad have to be amende?d tn
reflect these changes. The nortion of the anclication requesting that the
Commission anply for a special wermit include? = ~ronose? nreservation nlan for
the museum. Tn support of the application, material was submitted on the
financial and orogrammatic needs of the Hictoriczl “nciety,

The work proposed in the application iz shown on the models, drawingsg and
rhotogranhs submitted| as nart of the zpnlicstion. "he nronosed new 2?2 storv
tower would contain apartments in the uoper flaors and additional museurm space
in the portion directly above the museumn. The tower would rest on a nlatform of
steel girders. Txisting columns within the museum would he strengthened and new
columns would he introduced to sunoort the new nlatform

The tower, which would topped by triangular masonry pediments and a pyramidal
roof, would be highly articulated on the north, east an? couth facades, and rise
from the topr of the museum in 2 series o»f setbacks located a3t the
4th,nth,10th,13th, and| 23rd floors. ‘he sethascks wonld feature hinred roofs
sheathed in standing seam copper. The exterior walls would be clad in limestone
in three different finishes——rouah,hone? ande Irilled—— and trimmed in hands of
black and pink granite.)] The windows would he framed in alumiriur with a bhaked
enavel finish 1n two hades of hrown and three shades of green, corresnonding
to their leccation on Aifferent sections of the tower. The elevator bhank for the
new tuilding would be located at the rear of the stricture: as 2 result,the west
facade of the tower, facing the Historic Mistrict,would rise sheer from the
Jround to the 23rd floor, would be lezg articulated and would contain fewer
masonry openings than the other three facades, An ornamental
pergola, constructed of granite columns and 3luminiun trellis beams, would be
located at the base of [the east facade of.the tower and extend further east on
the roof of the museum,

TwWo new rowhouses croposed to be constructsd on lest 7ith Ttreet would e
located on the vacant lot at the rear »f the musaum. Their ﬂasign is derive?
from that of two 1ate 10th centurv rowtonses whick formerlv existe?d on the =ite,

"aced 1n brick and cast |[stone, the new buildings would he 2N feet tall, the same
height 2< the neighborina rowhousss of the historic Aistrict., Poth would
feature bay windows, stoops and cornices. 'lumber 15 est 74 Street, arn existina
rowhouse 1mnediately ta the west of the nromosed new rowhouse buildings, would
have its facade cleaned and repointed. The existing entrance toc the museum
stacks, located at the west end of the south facade »f the maseum, atioining the
site of the proposed n rowhouses, would be reconstructed, widened, and refaced
in limestone and aranite to —rovide an entrance —avilien for the new apartment
tower. The entrance pavilion would be topred by 2 trianqular masonrv oediment
an? a standing seam copper clad hipned ronf.,

"he Commission noted that the Tegignation RPenort for the Jew-Vork Mistorical
Society states that the museum,designed in the Poman “clectic style,was
constructed in two stages. The central portion of the museum, face® in gray
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undergone little alteration,with the exceptior of the removal of a »nortion of
its original glazing and its renlacement with glacss hlock; new library stacks
were added across the|rear of the huilding,openiny orto West 7Ath Street, in
1937. The museum i3 classical in feeling and austerely formal in 1ts
comnosition.

When the Central Park| dest-iemt 76th Street Historic Nistrict was desionated,
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the pnroiject as a whole would not therefore enhance or nrotect the sxterior
architectural features which cause the landmark to possess & special aesthetic
and historic interest [an? valua., Mn this hasig, the Tommiesjion Jetermine? the
proposal to be inappropriate, by 2 vote of six in favor, two ommosed.
3oth the Commiscioners in favor of the motion and those dicsenting
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