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E HARDENBERGH SOCIETY
BrD STREET, NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10023

December 15, 1983
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rmarn:

n reference to the proposal submitted by the New
Society to construct an apartment tower addition
existing headquarters building at 170 Central Park
West 76th Street and West 77th Street).

uld be considered as completely unaccepteble as
inappropriate 1- due to City, State, and Federal

ration provisions specifically prohibiting such

as to maintain the inherent integrity and the
the Landmark Preservation Commission of the City
New York State Department of Historic Preservation;
Register of Historic ,Places - in relating to current,
ure issues; and 3- to preserve and protect the
d historic significance of eall landmarked properties

1 landmark designatiocn.

, immediately above and cver the New Yorlk Histerical
f a landmark and is literelly surrcunded by over
marked buildings, in addition to the entire Park Plock
Side rich in architectural merit, history, and
The New York Historical Society buildin ¢ was one
landmarks designated in 196¢€ by the newly formed
vation Comm1331on and was later included ir the
t 76th Street Historic District - whick was just
on both the New York “tstz ané Naticnal Qeglsters
andmarks of the imr areca include 1- the American
1 History 2- Cent . 3- Central Park West
ew York State and .Pral Registers) 4- the
t 76th Street Fistovie District (comprised of 49
so listed on the ftate and National Registers as
ding the Studio Ruildinsg, the New York Historical
versalist Church of New York and Parish House, the
ments, and 76th Street west to numbers 51 and 56.
ark West - West 73rd Street, West 74th Street Historic
sed of 46 buildings ard also listed on the New York
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al Registers) including the north side of 73rd
olumbus Avenue, the south side of 74th Street
Avenue, the east side of Columbus Avenue between
74th Street, and the Langham Apartments 6- the

s and 7- Congregation Shearith Israel.

wer proposed by the New York Historical Society

tly alter the majestic and landmarked skyline of

t, as well as putting much of triple landmarked
shadow, especially during morning hours. It also
that the streetscape of 76th Street as viewed

from Columbus Avenue, which has remained virtually
beginnings and is an 1rreplacable and vital link
ctural heritage and socio-economic history, would
stroyed. Such a tower would, to a certain extent,
feeling of openess and well-being as experienced
nd area immediately adjacent in landmarked Central
y, it should furthermore be noted, that the proposed
sly affect the architectural integrity of the New
building itself. While the architect should be

s attempt of a unification of sorts with a well
nd the Historical Society building, the tower would
ropriate by itself in a neighborhood in need of good
d away from its proposed properly scaled neo-clas-

ny proposal - whether it be the addition of a tower
ruration- which would alter landmarked properties and
gnated on the City, State, and/or National level -
ered totally inappropriate, completely unacceptable,
o the integrity and sensitivities of landmark pre-
Any decision, other than immediate rejection, would
ery dangerous precedent indeed. The New York Historical
publication "The Importance of Being Hyphenated"

as having been founded in 1804 "to symbolize the

ast which we feel are our responsibility to carry on
and guidance of the future." One would like to think
pired statement is based on fact and true self image,
ittle importance should it ever be carved into stone
d between tower and home.
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RE:

Letter from Hardembergh Society

Alteration to landmark not prohibited by any provision.
Preservation and protection do not mean freezing in time.

Site surrounded by|many designated landkmarks - not hundreds - mixing together
New York City landmarks and National Register listings.




