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My name is George Lewis; I am executive director
of the New York chapter of the American Institute

of Architects.

Surely most people will agree that the architects'
design has many strong attractions, most notably

its skillful proportions, subtlely of materials, and
its humanity as a.place for people to live. Would

that apartment houses all over town were done half

NY@/AEA so well!

But even more intriguihgn—- and more pertinent to the
decision which you, the Commission, wiil make -- 1is
the reasoning which underlies the proposal. The
architects' argument sprgngs from the premise that
Manhattan is an ever changing place, and that freezing
the appearance of buildings in the Landmarks Commission's
care can stand in the way of beneficial progress.
"Manhattan," they say, "has long symbolized the
vertical city to the world, and its exaggerated land
values continue to generate tall buildings. But if
this century-old tradition is confronted by a steadily
increasing number of untouchable structures, many
important buildings will be lost, to the detriment of

all. Unless one can imagine an equally judicious process

in which designation is waived, the city's growth will






