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January 24, 1984

STATEMENT BEFORE THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION IN OPPOSITION
TO THE CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY THE
NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The New York Landmarks Conservancy is opposed to the Landmarks
Preservation Commission granting a Certificate of Appropriateness
for the restoration, renovation and enlargement of the buildings on

the site of the New-York Historical Society.

In an effort to evaluate this application with regard to the spirit
as well as the letter of the landmarks Law, the Conservancy has con-
.cluded that £he proposed new contruction on the New-York Historical
Society site cannot be allowed. An alteration of this magnitude to
the landmark must be considered inappropriate. Plainly, the pur-
pose of the landmarks law is to preserve the buildings as they

were designed and constructed--not just to maintain selected
elements such as the facade or ornamentation. This application
seeks approval for an addition to the landmark site that is not
just behind but also on top of the existing building. 1In a similar
application in 1982, the Commission denied a Certificate of
Appropriateness for addition of such a tower on the C.P.H. Gilbert
building at 22 East 71st Street; the Conservancy believes that the

same determination is called for in this instance.

The proposed construction of a 20-odd story apartment radically
alters the nature of this landmark. However pleasing the new design,
it reduces the building to a mere platform, destroying its present
horizontal orientation and diminishing the very qualities of the

building that were deemed worthy of protection.
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