
LANDMARK EST~
THE COMMITTEE TO PRESERVETHE UPPER WEST SIDE

October 19,2006

Hon. Scott M. Stringer
Manhattan Borough President
ICentre Street, 19th Floor
New York, New York 10007

Dear Scott:

This letter follows up on a phone call Landmark West! received from your Chief of Staff, Alaina Colon,
on Tuesday afternoon, October 17. She was concerned that your letter supporting the preservation of the
former Dakota Stable and New York Cab Company Stable had been read into the record at Tuesday's

public hearing at the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

You made your support for preserving these buildings clear in your August 14, 2006, letter to Landmarks
Commission Chair Robert B. Tierney, which stated, "Both are historic fixtures of Manhattan's Upper West
Side and should be preserved." We felt it was important for all ofthe Landmarks Commissioners to know
where you stood. Such presentations of public documents to help build the case for landmark designation
are common advocacy practice.

Prior to Tuesday's hearing, we had sent out numerous emails asking people to let us know if they planned
to attend. We did not hear from you. Last week, LW's Assistant Director, Hunter Armstrong, put in a
phone call to your Urban Planner, Kat Taylor, to encourage you or a representative to attend Tuesday's
hearing. On Monday, October 16, Hunter emailed Josh Bocian to convey the same message. We have not
received a response from Josh.

Your August 14 letter, printed on your official letterhead, is in the public domain. We posted it on our
website (www.landmarkwest.org/advocacy/stables.html), along with other significant letters of support,
for our members and your constituents to see. Over the past couple of months, we have directed our
members and your constituents to this site for an at-a-glance picture of why these buildings merit
landmark designation, who their supporters are, and what the Landmarks Commission can do to defend
them.

As you know, the future of these buildings - especially the Dakota Stable, which is in immediate peril­
is of great concern to many Upper West Siders. Furthermore, the circumstances surrounding this hearing
make it clear that the landmark designation process is now dysfunctional. The Landmarks Commission
consistently fails to act soon enough to protect buildings that clearly merit their consideration. In the case
of the Dakota Stable (and other Manhattan buildings including the Crawford Clothes Building on Union
Square and P.S. 64 in the East Village), the Commission delayed its decision to calendar the building
until after the owner had already secured alteration permits, then delayed having a public hearing until
after demolition work had already begun.

This destructive pattern of inaction is a matter of citywide concern. In its testimony in support of
designating the Dakota Stable, the New York Landmarks Conservancy stated, "[W]e regret that this body
has not acted earlier on this matter .... Now we look to you to win a battle that need not have been fought."
Three other citywide groups - the Municipal Art Society, Historic Districts Council and the Metropolitan
Chapter of the Victorian Society in America - also testified in favor of designation, together with local
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