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Robert Tierney, Chair

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

1 Centre Street

New York, N.Y. 10007

May 31, 2006

Dear Bob:

For many years, New Yorkers concerned about the Upper West Side have been advocating for the designation of the two large and architecturally-distinguished commercial stables (now garages) on Amsterdam Avenue between West 75th and 77th Streets.  Now, the finest of these buildings, the Mason Stable (better known as the Dakota Stable and Dakota Garage) is in danger of being demolished.  It is imperative that action be taken as soon as possible to preserve this notable structure.

The commercial stable was a major building type in urban centers in the nineteenth century.  At a time when few people (other than the very wealthy) owned their own horse or carriage, people rented livery when needed from commercial establishments, just as many city residents rent cars today.  In addition, these stables boarded the horses and delivery wagons of commercial establishments.  These buildings played a crucial role in nineteenth-century New York.  As a building type, commercial stable have not been recognized.  There is only one commercial stable that has been designated as an individual landmark and it is a small building, designated because it is part of a group of buildings on East 73rd Street.

The Mason/Dakota Stable is not only representative of an important and increasingly rare nineteenth-century building type, but it is a major work of architecture in its own right.  The stable was designed by prominent architect Bradford Gilbert in a sophisticated medieval-inspired style with paired, arched windows, step-gabled entrances, and a corbeled cornice.  Although there have been some modifications on the ground floor in order to accommodate automobiles (It became a garage in 1915), the building is remarkably intact.  Even the two colors of brick employed to enliven the facade are evident, since the street elevations have only been painted on the ground floor.

For more information of the building, I recommend Christopher Gray’s excellent “Streetscapes” article from May 24, 1987 (attached).

I hope that you and the commissioners will agree to calendar this important New York City building as soon as possible.  Time is crucial for the preservation of the Mason/Dakota Stable

Sincerely,

Andrew Scott Dolkart
