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It gives us great pleasure to be here today to testify emphatically in favor of officially
designating St. Michael's Church, Parish House and Rectory as a Landmark, at long last.

Twenty-eight years have passed since St. Michael's was first heard for potential
landmark designation (in 1980). LANDMARK WEST! included St. Michael's on its
Wish List of priority designations nearly 25 years ago--a long time, too long, for any
building to hang in limbo, its value and significance known but its future unsecured.

And yet there is tremendous urgency to protect this building now.

First of all, St. Michael's is without question one of New York's most remarkable
architectural ensembles. This gleaming-white limestone church, with its commanding
comer tower, red terra-cotta tile roof and Romanesque-arched windows by Louis
Comfort Tiffany, together with its adjacent parish house and rectory, is already a
"landmark" on the Amsterdam Avenue skyline. And the architect of St. Michael's,
Robert W. Gibson, is justly celebrated for other landmarks he designed, including West
End Collegiate Church and School (West End Avenue at 77th Street).

Without diminishing the special significance ofSt. Michael's, one can also compare it to
West-Park Presbyterian Church at 86th Street and Amsterdam Avenue and, a few blocks
further south, Holy Trinity Church at 82nd Street near Amsterdam and First Baptist
Church at 79th Street and Broadway (each was left out of the Upper West Side/Central
Park West Historic District when it was designated in 1990 in response to owner
objections). Or, even farther afield, St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Harlem. All are
beacons in their communities, anchoring prominent sites and establishing a sense of
place, time and scale for the surrounding neighborhood. All physically embody the
dreams and aspirations of their founders, who often made personal sacrifices in order to
create a public monument to faith, beauty and community. Each offers a unique window
into the history of our city and the cultural memory of its people.

The caretakers of St. Michael's have kept vigilant watch over this beacon and lovingly
preserved it. Landmark designation is an important validation of their labors and a crucial
tool for safeguarding their investment for generations to come.




