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Chairman Robert Tierney and
Commissioners

MY Landmarks Preservation Commission
| Centre Street, 9th Floor

Mew Yook, MY 10007

Re.: The Landmark Desipnation of West-Park I'resbyterian Church (Wesi-Park)

Dear Chairman Tierney and Commissioners:

I and all of the
-Park’s Landmark designation thank you Tor your time and your eommitment to
the preservation of the buildings. districts and landscapes that comprise the architectural and

cultural heritage of the Cily of New Yaork.

‘There is no-doubt that the entire Tanlding
qualilies for the protection that only a landmarlc designation can provide, Many members of the

immediate community as well as residents of the City of New York will appear either in person at
your hearing on July 14" or, like mysell in writing, to appeal to vou to Landmark Wesi-Park.

ach will add to what
[ believe vour staff and perhaps you already know, that is, that West-Fark should be landmarked

and landmarked now.

There has been a lol of delay in coming to this day and West-Park has sufTered for i, [t is
naw time to formally recognize what the community and the cxperls have always known: that
West-Park is a landmark and should be saved for the education and enjoyment of generations to
come, Continued delay is nol an oplion,

The legislation that established the Landmarks Preservalion Commission (the
“Legislation™) was very clear aboul Lwo imporlant issues. First, * the protection, enhancement,



perpetuation and use of improvemenls and landscape features of special character or special
histarical or aesthetic interest or value is a public necessily and is required in the interest of the
health, prosperity, safely and welfare of the people™; and, the LPC was established in vrder 1o
elfect and secomplish these important public policies and grals. As aresull, it is abundantly clear
that the legislators expected that the LPC would scl in the stead of the people and in their interest
to protect what was lell of the city’s heritage.  Second, the process by which these proals and
policies would be effect and accomplished was mandated by the City Council to be transparent.
All actions taken by the LPC are Lo be done at public meetings and only afier a public hearing
Public hearings are absolutely key to this nr

As the legislative purpose at the beginning of the Legislation m

it was
enacted hecause the Council Tound “thal many improvements. , ..and landscape features... having
special character or special historical or aesthetic interest or value and many improvements

representing the finest architecture products of distinet periods in the history of the city have been
uprooted,

---without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss (o the people of the city
ul the sesthetic. cultural and historic values represented by such improvements and landscape
features.”

Landmarked buildings and districts enhance the City’s standing as a world
capilal of business, culture and government. Allowing the desiruction of cultural assets was and is
an attack on the City’s status and prestipge as well as its cultural fabric and its communitics.

Don’t let this happen (o West-Park, Landmark it now.

Thank you for listening to and considering my views,

Very truly yours,

Susan Wial
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