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I am writing in support oftbe landmarking of West-Park Presbyterian Church.
From 1989-99 I served as minister of the Fourth Universalist Society on Central

Park West., which received. landmark status by virtue of its inclusion in its historic
district. During my ministry and ever since, this congregation has benefitted and survived
because of the cooperation with its neighbors that landmarking invited. It is now home to
a thriving congregation as well as being a well-known venue for a variety of events of use
to the entire city and beyond.

On one level, land marking West-Park simply corrects an historical and political
omission. Of greater importance, it provides the opportunity for the congregation and its
neighbors to move from conflict to cooperation. New solutions to the struggle between

development and community need to be found. This neighborhood can add to those who
have found livable answers.

Furthennore, should the congregation so chose, a hardship process is spelled out
in the landmarking laws. For years some religiQUS property owners have complained. that
this process has never been successful, without a single one willing to bring forth a good
faith attempt. Again, this is an opportunity for those who oppose landmarking to have
their day and their recourse, rather than simply continuing to play the victim, while
failing to face the real world demands of their historic buildings and the legitimate
concerns of their neighbors.

Again, I urge that the Council uphold the well-researched and carefully
considered decision to landmark West-Park Presbyterian Church. Please let me know jfI
can be of any help in this process.

Rev. Darren _

Minister. First Unitarian Universalist Church of Essex County, Orange, New Jersey

A church where every mind is free and eveI)' $olll is welcome!
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