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THE POWER OF TREES

“One important finding of this study was thar kids in
public housing areas with trees are not so different from
other kids in whart they do, bur kids in batren areas have
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starkly different experiences,” she said. “We see clearly in
~ these studies that trees contribute to the environment that
supports healthy development ™

HERL Home Fuo and Sullivan find keen interest in their research
- _Ih'lutﬂ:lliﬂ:s from around the country have imerviewed
them and they were among scienrists invited to appear on
page ! “The Forest Where We Li’%e," a documentary pr 1 uced
by the Louisiana Public Broadeasting Service. E}uring_ the
peige 2 I[{ming, Kuo admitted, “Before we started our research, 1
would have said trees are nice, but the problems we're
facing in our cities and our budgets are such that I'm not
sure they're worth it 1 think thar through this research, |
have become convinced that trees are really an importane
part of a supportive, humane environment. Without
vegetation, people are very different beings "

The researchers created the Human-Envirenment
Research Laboratoty website
(hitp.// www aces.ujuc edu/ " her /) 1o make their research
more accessible worldwide. Repeated in articles and
interviews, their message 1s clear: “Trees have the
potential to reduce sooial service budgets, decrease police
calls for demestic viclence, strengthen urban
‘_I;L]._I:HI'I'IILIH.I:i.I:'.-i, and decrease the incidence of child abuse ™
P -
¥ Chicago officials heard that message last year. The city
I vernment spent $12 million to plant 20,000 trees, a
i ecision 1nfluenced h]; Kuo and Sullivan’s research,
|y according to the Chicago Tribune The researchers hope
\ 1 thagthe Chicago effort, combined with new “greening”
4 _atitiatives tn Providence, Rhode Island, and P i|ndc]r.-|:|i:|,
Pennsylvama, point to a ch:mgr: in policymalkers’ attirudes
roward tress and landscaping in urban areas

It is a change that residents of the housing developments
'?r'lliIIJ]li.I I'Il'i.E ¥ w:]-;:umr Hli_"l I'_'l]'ll"r' I_'-l'_'l tht:r' wint trees,
many E.EI.IIJ ﬂ'H."}" want to |:IE :il'!".-'D]"-'El'] il'.l PIJJ'H'.;TI.E :I.nd.
maintaining their landseapes, the researchers sad.

“We're not suggesting a Sherwood Forest in every
neighberhood,” Sullivan said, “bur it 15 important for
people to be able 1o walk our their doors into spaces with
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difference in a range of ways and ar different ages "
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