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Vigilance is the Price of Preservation:
Reforming the LPC

by Anthony ©, Wood

‘Wihan the Mew York City Landmarks Law was finally passed n 1865,
Edward R, Finch, counsel ta the Municipal Art Sociely, wrole: “We hive
wan an impoeitant legislative battle Bl it is not the end of the
Landmerka war by sny means. Vigilence 1| the price of preservetion.”

Since the dawn of the Giulian administration, the MY Lardimarks
Preservation Commission (PG has been on a troubling dowreard spiral,
Realizing that action was neaded bafore our city's Landmarks Law was
irreeersibly weskened, @ group of vigilnl preservalionists came (ogethe
Lo organise & Presecvalion Sommil (atbended by oser D00 of New York's
mosk active preservation leaders) in the spring of 2006, Oul of this
conference emerged the Citizens Emergency Committss to Preserve
Prasarvstion (CECFP) and its voluntser-driven campaign to reform the LG,

An anakysis of the problems with the LPC identified thres concerns that
have become the focus of CECPF's efforts; resowrces, indepandsnce,
ind Grnass, CEGPP is happy 1o reporl progress onall thres ronls,
Inadequate funding for the LFC not only undercuts the
adency's efforls bul provides the perpetos excuss of
“limited resoufces” 1o explain sway its inaction, In
Mey 2007, CECPP worked with colleague groups to
coordinste the first ever Presarvation Lobby day at
City Hall, fecusing more attantion on the LPC's budgat
tham it has received n years, The preser valion
aammimily united Behind a request far a

S rmillion iIncresss. City Council was
prepared ta grant a $500,000 ncreass, but
satiled on $300.000 after LFC Char Robsrt
B, Tierney lodged o lest-minete abjection, -
claiming that he couldnt use the extra cash.
Yas, you read right. The good news |s that |
LPC can ne longer plesd poverty to excuse its
failure to perform its duties.

The Landmarks Leaw justifies prassryation
a5 a “public necessity,” Te carry oul

this respansibility @ffectively, Landmarks
Commissionsrs (171 in all, including the
Chalr) must be independent of oulside
political influance.
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Ootobar 3006; LPLs delay in
For years, 5 majority of the commissioners ralendaring the Dakota Stable for o

public bearimg keft the dear apen 1o
garyed on expired terms and hence Coukd Ds demmciiion of the beilding’s mosl

remaved ab any moment iT their voles sgnificunt spchiechral atars.
displeased the Chair or the Mayorn In 2006,
CECPE filed a Wit of Mandamus with the
Suprems Court of the Stete

of Maw York to force Mayor Bloomberg to re-appoint or replace
commissionees whose lerms had lapsed, thus restaring Uhaeir
independence, The result this spring was the reappainiment of 5
commissioners and the appaintment of 2 new camimissionars.

Furtives advancing the carmpagn far an ingependent LPC, CECPP s
delighted thet the Fine Arts Federation 1a resuming its historic role of
formaily sending the Mayor its recommendetions for appropriata
Ccondidales Lo serve on the LPC, To further ensure (he selection of
highly qualifed commissioners, CECPP is eaploring ways 1o creale a
e hamisim, kel by seasoned presarvationiats, to review the Mayor's
nominees for appeintment to the LEC.

CECPP also focuses on the lssue of trensparency in the LPCG's
processes, perticularly thoss surrounding designations. Using Freedom
of Information Act requests, CECPP is ressarching the LFC's handling of
Rezquesl s for Evaluations nomimaling sites for landmark consiceralion,
with an eye towands peasibls legal and legisliative remediss,

Signg indicale thal CECPP is sucoesding in ils goal Lo creale a now
preser vation climate that is encouraging others to take action, There
is much wark left to do, but all indicatiens &re that vigllence has begun
to pay off.

For more information on the work of the CECPP please visit savelpe_org.
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