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Dakota Stable: Out of the Barn

by Susan Mai. Esq.

‘Wihen the Dakola Stable succumbed Lo Uhe wrecking ball
eiarlier Lhis year, Noew York lost an imporiant picoe of its
history snd identity. & diminutive building built in 18815
and designad by Bradford Les Gilbert {architect of ona

of Merw York's first shyscrapers, now also destroyed), the
Stehle (later corverted inta a perking garage) provided &
useful service to Upper West Side residents for over B century. The wey
we lost the Stable 5 a symplom of a deeper and more insidious
proflem — the power of greed and position, and the Tailure of our S
Called democratio city Lo do anyUhing aboul i, On the very eve of the
Pk hearing Lo consider ils eligibility Tor landmark stalus, The Stabhe
waes cdismantbed under Uher walchiul eye and, some suspect, the
complicity of the LPC.

After mesting with the LPC and baing “infarrmed” thet the building
might e landmarked, the owner promptly obtsined a Department of
Euildings permit o do Tagads work, By the time the LPE calendansd the
Sraile for & hearing in Fall 2008, the building was shrouded in
seaffolding and crawling with warkers srmashing the building s mast
distinclive architeciural details including its wmigue cormics and
confrasling brickwork, Neighbors® calls Lo the LPC were mel with
indifference and claims of ignorance and impalance since {oops)
permits had been cbtainsd prior to cakendaring. Whan the LPC finally
hedd its public hesering, the ownar and (you guassed it] the devaloper
wha had been walting in the wings 8l along argued that there was
nothing left to landmeark. Promising 1o &ct *in a timely fashion,” the LPC
stalled &5 appalled neighbors witnessad the systematic defacement of a
umique artitact of the late 18005, Soon thereafter, the LPC voted to
take the Dakota Stabke “off the calendar.”

Ther truth is, Uhee itk building rever had a chance once The developer,
The Related Companiss, set its sights on the property. Luxury
condominiums built by well-connected developers—and Related is as
connected &s they get —trump the community, & lesson that seams
truer now then ever. Just look around New York. We've last small
businesses, locs thesters and beeutiful buildings with architectural
flmrishes that will never be duplic ated, With them go the grace,
ambiance and sense of community of New York's neighborhoosds,

Ther LPC wias sol up by New Yorkers passionals aboul saving Now York's
architesbure and human scale, Undorbunately, the LPC has become a
devalopmant enablar, Ignoring its own charter and the will of its once-
strong allies in the community, it relegates rasidents to stunmad

ohiSEr vars.

The LPCs inal meeting on the LDekota Steble was an alfront.
Commissianss wiung their hands over their selfcreated inability to
lamdrmark & “aiylistic gem” that, theough Their own Tailure To act, Decame
a “stuceo box,” Meanwhile, the developers glaried in their demolition
shrabagy, Chairman Tierney exiolled the “transparency ™ of the process,
O commissionss & know ledged reality and called Che stripping of The
buitding “cultural vandalism.” Preservationists shook their heads and
wandered when thay had stepped throwgh the looking glass.
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