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Whitney Morth Seymour, I, “Mike"

ta friends — s truly & rman for all seasons,
A champion of Mew York's landmarks
proservabion movemant for over 50 years,
iz remaings one ol iks mosl vigorogs
labterday defenders, Back in the early
1596045, Robeart Moses called him &
“whippersnappsr” {and tried to squash himl.
Mike is 85 unstoppable today ss he was then, continuing to bring fresh
plrspeslive and enetgy 1o protesling our city's architesture and
uphalding the integrity of the preservalion laws and procaesses he
helped shape i thelr infancy.

A lifelong denizen of Hew York rewhauses, his launch pad for roaming
the city with his alsc-stalwart activist father, Mike (Princeton, 1947
Yale Lew School 1950) cut his teath in historic presarvation a5 chair of
the Commitles for the Preservation of Historic Gourthouses in 1957,
aon, he wrote a8 seminal New York Times articks printed on October
13, 1963 ‘Plea to Curly the Bulldezer: Many Yalues Attach to a
City's Lendmerks. As Mew York Hebuilds, it Should Hemember its
Irreplaceatle Haritage ™ (available at www landmarkesst.orgl. Mike
noled, presciently; “Thers are Gimes when one wonders wihelber Now
Yark's Bulldorers are nod going to knosk down every landmark in
sight_..0o0 the repeated protests of cifizens’ groups sgaingt the ragzing
of warlous |endmerks In Mew York represent anly misty sentimentality ¥
Mike s conclusion: “Until the city adminisiration provides affirmative
leakdership in saving the finest reminders of aur Gily"s inspiring past, we
will cantinue to fight a losing Battle against the wrecking ball,”

‘While: recenl meyporal administralions have fallen wosfully sharl, of
“affirmative leadership” in landmarks preservation (To say the least),
LW! does not beleyse we are Aghting & “losing battle.” A helluva battle,
wvas. And preservationists contribute far more to the life of this city
than “rmisty sentimentality” (though, to be sure, we could use leaders
Lo wring their hands kss and spearhesd mare],

Mike kepl his finger on Uhe pulse of presesvation even as be wenl on
Tor Serve in The Kew York Stale Senate frioin 1966-68 | saving JefTerson
Market Cowrthouse was the hallmark of his first fun for office in

19582 —he loat the campaign but helped save the courthouse): hold
the estesmed office of United States Attarnay for the Southern District
of Mew York from 197073, and acl as Special Prosecuton foe Lhe
Lnited States in the Michael Deaver investigation, Alang the way, Mike
remained an active volmtser Tor the preservation cause, authoring and
salf-publishing the first walking tours of reenwich Village with wite.
Catryna Tan Evek: cofounding the Matural Resources Defense Council;
sprving a5 President of the Municipal &l Sociey; setling up (he Small
Press Center & the General Society Tar Mechanics and Trackesmen: and
eat ainlishing countless “Friends of ..." groups incheding Friends of the
Millay Saciety, working ta preserve Steepletop, the Columbia County
home of poet Edna 51 Vincent Millav. In 2006, Mike re-ambroiled
him=alf in local presarvetion politics as a founding membar of the Citizens
Emergency Commillen (o Preserve Presarvalion (CECPP, s below),

A hall century after his Orst preservalion Balles, Mike is sLill ighting
the good fight — and leading others with his spirited, enthusiastic and
contagious aptimism. He represented LW? and others who ¢are about
Mew York City landmarks &5 pro Bono legal counsel challenging the
LPC"s rafusal to hold public hearings on 2 Columbus Circle (ses LW"s
Spring 2004 and 2005 newslellers on our websile], On behall of
CECPPR, Mike filed the lawsuit that forced Mayor Bloomberg to re
appeint of replace Landmarks Commissioners whase terms had
expired, lesying them vulnerable to political influence.

lo same, Mike i3 a fermidable fos, But he's ane of preservation’s best
friends. He enters the room. He smiles. He tells a story, unhurried,
usually with an O'Henry-like political twist. He passes, whila it sinks in.
(I Lakes some longer Than olbers.) He leans foreard and methodically
agells aut The problem and the goal, He proposes a strategy and
tactical options. He describes the riska and rewards. He inspires us all
to reach just & bit farther than we think wa can, and shows the way by
being the first to reach out.

There i, quite simply, no one who hes done more for landmarks
proeservabion, year after year, with the kind of Toresighl, urewayering
focus, tactical ingenuity, angd pure joie de viere Than that perpetual
whippersnapper, Whitney Morth Seymour, .
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