Circuits: Using Technology to
Stay Ahead of the Curve

By Polly Seddon

As hard s we work 10 stay on lop of the game, the plan truth is thal
preservalionists spond a L of Gme pulling ool fires, We'ne alweys on our
toos, Bricks, brownstone and berea colla give way 1o glass and steel, s
hezrer ang wary 1o know whers Lhe: nexd, prasersalion amaergency will anise?
Somelimes, yes, Conowe alford o overlook The early symploms of a
mizighborfood crisis in the making? Emphatically, nol Thal's why Lhis past
Spring LW sel oul to raise 575,000 o 1o produce & 20, digiial model of
Central Park Wesl from S80h 1o 11000 Strest (ses S Qur Skedine below)

Why this area? Why now? Why a digital model? A& number of issues, all
soimehow threatening to forever change one of the West Side's most
pracicus historic resources, ndicste thet this study, while proactive,
comes nane ted soon. And computer modeling offers & tool for
understanding the patential impects of future deselopment in realistic and
compelling ways. Developers—inciuding such Central Park West
institutions as the Mew-York Histoncal Society. Congregation Sheerith
lersal, the Soclety for Ethical Culture, the congregation now occupying the
former Firat Church of Chnst Sclentist at S6th Street—ecome ever mors
cregtive in finding weys te extract dollars from their sites.

Andd 50, using uplsLheminete plannng lechnology, LW has initialed a
communitydriven efforl o model the existing skyline, identily potential
“aofl sites” winerabhe 10 redeselopment, and Ly e groundeork Tor
elfecive action 1o defend the architectural and whanistic gualities that
makes our skyline o spesial in the s place, Moreowes, we ses Lhis
project as a emplate Tor similark proactive shedy of olber parts of e
Wesh Siida, nol o mention the other 3 skylines ramng Cenlral Parls,

Call it & roadmep for advocacy. thinking like a developer, grabbing the bull
by the homs. We call it preservation in ection—not reection]

Changes are alse afool on LW s websile, e lindmarkwesorg, We ane
Close Lo realizng a longtirme dream o create an online, publicly accessidke
database of Upper Wesl Side lndmarks, Qriginal archilscl, construction
date, architeciural siyle and materials are among the kinds of infermation
ol will soon be abde o ind aboul ang of over 2,000 buildings Gand there
are e Lo comuzh, along with links 1o phatagraphs, maps, and obher
research and advecacy materials Trom LS Tikess,

Peapla, nod robets, sre largely to thank for aur technological progress. Our
Irdause wiz, Columbila intem Sarah Sher, recruited her father. Joel Sher, &
professional computer consultant, to heip out. We alse have Winter Hill
Aggsociates to thenk for thelr excellent work (soms of it pro bonalh. Visit
our website soon, snd let us know whet you think.
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