Congregation Shearith Israel:
What's the Plan?

iy

August 15, 2007, came and wenl. 507 That was the G0-dey desdline for
Congregation Shearith ksrasl (051} to submit a revised spolication to the
Board of Standards and Appesls [B5a), whose approval it needs in order
to construct & 124-4pot4all bullding on the largaly brownstone midblock o
Wesl Tlth Street, where the predominant eight 5 more like 50 teet_ In &
June 15, 2007, ketter to TSI, the BEA wrote, “Fallune [0 respond in a
timely manner could kead to the dismissal of the spplicstion for lack of
prosecUtion.”

A this Fall 2007 newsleller goes 1o press, 51 has wel 1o acdress amy of
e 4T céjections raised by he BS&—echoed by mang in T communily—
phacing il mde closer W gedting the 8 roning variances il applied Tor Back in
April 2007, BMuch of the propesal™s noncomplianos: resulls from C510s
aessire 1o stack luxury apariments on op ol & nes communily houseas, But
e BS& woulkd first hanee 1o find thal the institution faced some kind of
special “hardship,” a case that C51 has sl not mexde, ewen though it's
baen over a year and a hall since the LPC approved the design, in thaary,
back in March 2006, (For other examplizs of LPC's worrisame shorl-
sighledress when it comes Lo the Broad, lengterm, public policy
implicalions of ils decisions, go 1o www landmarkveest org,)

G5l may well drag this process on for many weeks, perhaps months. And
devalopers all over the city—starting with the Mew-York Historical Sockety
and other lowrise instiiutions along Central Park West—will continus to
walch and walt for thelr tum. As Otls Fratt Pearssall wrote in & recent letter
to Brookiyn Borough President Marty Merkowitz, if "one developer on same
retlanale or ancther is now permitied an exception, cen anypone believe
that hencadorth every devaloper will nat Blso seek his own

exception?.. Flesse, make no mistake. The dam will be broken.



