New-York Historical Society:
Déja Vu All Over Again

by Elizabeth Starkey

The Society's tectics remind me of the card shark in my home
state of Texas who looks Boross the table at his merk end says,
‘Mow play the cards fair, Rewben, | know what | dealt youw.'
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Late last year. Upper West Siders glimpsed the
future of Central Perk West — and it wesn't pratty,
The New York Times broke the news that the Mav-
Yook Historical Scaoiety (N-YHS) planned Lo
redesign the fagades of its Triple-Crawn
Lendmark * on Central Park West and build a 280-
foot glass tower an West T6th Strest, looming
ovar tha Landmark and Central Park. Owver savaral
ks of legally regquirsd public review baefore
Cammmity Board T and the Landmarks
' Presarvation Commission, N-YHS insisted (to
widespread disbellef) that the fecade changes and
the tower wara two entirely separata projects and
redfused Lo discuss plans for Che lower,

Journadist Bill Moyers, who was among hundreds
in attendance at verious meetings &nd hesrngs,

= cautioned LPC Chair Robart Tiernay that H-¥HS “is
pur:s-unrlF' il -:Jn'll.'lc and conguer” strategy, splitling the projgest inba whal i
hapes will be mare palatabls ‘phases’. The ‘Phase 17 Tacade allerations,
it approwved, will create a wedge that the Society will use to leverage
approval of the ‘Phase ' tower.”
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The communily pushed hard, and anly after significant design
rredifications did BHYHS gain Landmarks approval of the tacads wark in
April 2000 . Then in Septamber. the NY State Office of Historlc
Fresaervation welghad in that the changes {for which N-YHS |5 seeking
stata and city funding) would still have an “Adverse Impact” on the
histaric building, Moarmyhilie, Uhe now-you-see-il-now-youdon 'L Lower is
anything but histary, Infarmed word an the strest is that B-YHS has
selected the developer and architect to bulld 1ts tower. Hundreds have
slgned an onling petition [evalabke s www . lendmerkwest org) calling on
M-YHS to be upfront with the public abowt its future plans.

Histary has a way of repeating itseif. And old dreams die hard,
Femamizer the 19803 plan to bulld on top of this Irple Landmerk? N-
YHS clearly continwes to eyve ita enchitectural gem [and the surrounding
histaric district] a5 mere real estate, to be exploited as a “devalopmeant
apporbumily” (a lerm ussd in ong of §i0S lundraising lellers circulaieod
soon after the Times article appeared), And if this Landmark becomes a
footatool Tar a tower, Al Landmarks are at sk,
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