Plan for 23-story tower presented
by Hugh Hardy

January
25, 1984

1986
Historical Society cuts staff during
budget crisis

June 30,
1988
August 14,
1988

All public programs are cancelled
and only 25 people are left on staff.

June 20,
1994
January 8,
1995

N-YHS explores construction a
high-rise building. In order to do
this, it would have to tear down part
of a brownstone on W. 76th Street
and use it, along with 5 adjacent
lots to build a 15-story building

NYU merger plan fell apart

March 17,
1994
April 21,
1994

Betsy Gotbaum named director; goal
seemed to be to increase
membership, become more
community minded and raise money.

Barbara Knowles Debs replaces
James Bell, who was director from
1982-1988. Mr. Bell resigned after it
was discovered that many of the
society s possessions had been
rotting in warehouses.

February
19, 1993
March,
1994

N-YHS decided to postpone
action of proposed contract with
NYU

Hugh Hardy tower rejected by CB7
and community

March 6,
1995

Wilbur Ross joined the board in May
1993 after the drafting of a plan to
establish a $40 million endowment
by selling off $20 million worth of art
and selling 5 lots on W. 76th St.

Paintings auctioned by Sotheby s.
When people see the city s cultural
heritage put up for sale, they may
well ask themselves why they
should give to an institution that
does such a thing. Michael
Kimmelman (?)

June 15,
1995
James Heslin, former director of N-YHS
(1960-68), dies.

May 10,
1999

May 9,
2001
Luce Center for the Study of American
Culture exhibit and research center
opened; $11.3 million.

Kenneth Jackson appointed and
pledges to renew the institution s
focus on the immigrants who have
shaped the city.

November
1, 2001
August 18,
2003

Kenneth Jackson resigns.

N-YHS reopened after 3 years.

Fire does minimal damage.

September
19, 2003

March 13,
2004

Louise Mirrer appointed. Recruited
by Gilbert; seems to close off all
possibility of the society s merger
with the Museum of the City of New
York, a long-contemplated move for
two institutions that have struggled to
attract visitors and revenue.

All this suggests to some historians
and society staff members that Mr.
Gilder and Mr. Lehrman are dangling
the prize of their collection on the
condition that the society goes along
with their interests, and that they
have chosen the society because its
history of financial weakness has left
it malleable. I am troubled by the
direction apparently being charted by
the historical society said Mike
Wallace, professor of history at John
Jay College and winner of the Pulitzer
Prize for history in 1999 the many
hundreds of people who rallied
successfully to keep the N-YHS alive
over the past decade did not do so to
have it wind up as a subsidiary of the
Gilder-Lehman Institute, which would
then jettison its city emphasis.

Alexander Hamilton show opens; $5
million show, $2 million from Gilder and
Lehrman

July 19,
2004

September
4, 2004

November
22, 2004
N-YHS tries to woo Museum of the
City of NY into partnership/merger.

$5 million exhibition has drawn
smaller crowds than expected.

November
29, 2005
October
19, 2006

Museum proposed $20 million
renovation with 280 tower

Richard Gilder and Lewis Lehrman
joined N-YHS s board in 2003 and
lent the institution their collection of
historical documents and created a
$1 million vault. The Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History has moved its operations to
the society, including a reading
room for scholars and students.

Pam Schafler and Joseph DiMenna
began serving 3 year terms as
members of the board of trustees.

November
1, 2006
January
22, 2007

Board of Trustees elected Roger
Hertog to position of Chairman of the
Board
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