L ANDMARKE)EST

THE COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE THE LIPPER WEST SIDE
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Greetings, Neighbor!
ldeas are great arrows, but there has to be a bow,
And politics is the bow of idealism. 21 opers

In the early 1980, the Upper West Side feced huge development
pressures. Bul swely. everyore thaught, the histone buildings and blochs
that meda the Weat Side the West Side were profected fram destruction?
Wrong. A wake up call cama when the Helsted Compenies anmaunced

8 plan 1o replace the Classicakshie Sacond Church of Christ Scientist on
Cantral Fark West and E5th Street with an apartment towar, Meighbors
ralied 1o save the church, gnving nse o LANDMARK WESIT! and the

Upper Wast Side preservation movemeant. Since 1985 (when LT was
officialy founded), the number of lendmarks In our community has g@rown
fram 33T ta nearly 2,700,

This achiewerment took vision, persistence and, wes, a kb of ideaslism,
Whirt kind of city do we wint B live 0?4 city of arommous highrises?
O ane lavered with Symbols of the past, beckonng us 0 ook claser,
scratch the surface, touch our histor The question. 25 aways, 5 how we
lurn this sealism mbo a matber of pblic policy,

Entar LW's designation Wish List, First generated by an expert groug of
histoeians, erchitects and other nalghbons i 1985, this kst = a touchstons
far cur edvocacy. By no means exhaustive, it ams to focwes discussion about
the kinds of histore resources that matter most to Uppar West Siders. The
Wish List has begn repeatedly submitted to the Landmarks Preservatan
Commession [LPE), the only local government body empowened Lo desipnate
and protect landmarks. Their response, of lack of reesponsa, has resulted in
tha designation of some bulldings, such as the Homn & Herdart Automat
0.15) and the Maw York Celr Cornpany stable (p.17). and the destruction of
others, such as the Dakota Stable (p.10). The steble was defaced s part of
A Relsted Companies plen to develop & luswry apartment buikdng. Cerntral
Park Wast Institutions including Congregation Shearith ksresl (W, TOth
Street) and the Mew-rork Hislorical Soclety (W, TEth Streel] continue to eye
thiair low-rise landmarks as “developmant opportunites,” inviting proposats.
from devalopars like Related (whom the NY Tanes recantly called “one of
tha city's most politcally connected developens®™). Ples ¢a changa.

"5 easy Io blame the developers, But, really, 175 all palities. A1 tha LPC,
City Hall, the Mayers office, City Coundil, the Barcugh President’s office, the
cammunily Boands, [demifving greal buldings, porirased bere n radshing
phatographs and lvely texd, is anfy half the battle. A5 & survey of some of
the bast archilecturs the West Side has o offern, (his Wish List newsletten is
mieanl to ing pire pou —and o steel your resobe. The campaign 1o presene
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251 WEST 71st STREET

Batween Amsterdarn and West End Avanues

FHOTOE LEFT T BGHT: HENAH (LUMND; WICHAEL BE LM

Henry B. Herts, 15324

Located on a gulet midblock between Amsterdam and West End Avenues,
the amall, six-story apartment bullding at 251 Wast T1st Strest
represents one of the lest works of architect Henry B, Herts |1871-1933),
best known for his partnesship in the celebratad firm Harts & Tallant.
Herts attended Columbla University and later the Ecole des Beaus-Arts,
where he met fellow architect Hugh Tellant. Thelr first commisssons were
primarily residential, but thelr designs for thesters throughout Mew York
City, including the Lycewn Theater and Mew Amsierdam Theater

[path 1%03), soon brought them tame and fortune. By 1911 Herts &
Tallant dissalved their partnership, and Harts resumed residential work,
The sophisticated tacade of 251 Wast 718t Sireet |8 beautibully
progortionad with & varaty of visuslly amrasting, vet subtle colons and
texturas, achieved theough the crestie use of brick, stone and tesra cotta.
The terrecotta detailing arownd the arched portal that frames the main
entrance to the bullding and along the second floor balcony | particulady
fime. A unigue mudise apartment Duibding among the rowhousas that
charectenze mast Upper West Side side streets, 251 West 7lst Strest
warrants landmerk protection.

Ky by mags: Fed areas are Wish List tems. Dark gray ancas shaw already des iananes
historio cesnicis. In additkon, Tene ane 53 iralvidual Rndmaks on the Upps West Side.
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West 81t to B4ih Streal belwean Amsterdam and West End Avenues

PHOTOS, LEFT T RIGHT; LAKDEERE WIEST!; MBI HAML DILCOCH

AMSTERDAM HOUSES

Grosvenor Atterbury, Harvey Wiley Corbett, and Arthur C. Holden, 1947-8

Harme 1o thausands, inchuding many World 'War | veterans, and an
incubator for civil rights scivism in postwar bew York, the buildings and
tree-coversd grounda of Amsierdam Houses &re a résounte worthy of a
gsecure and celebrated place on the Upper West Side. In confrast to laier
towers-n-the-gark developments, this 13-building pubbs using comiples
was one ol the last such prajects “ta define open space alang Classically
inspired lines and o ehibit brickwark that was carefully detailed o creals
sirmple armament,” according 1o Fobert A K. 5Tern. The Gmstendam
Hauses design team included same of the most prestigions professsanals
warking in Mew York City at the time: anrchitects Grossenor Atarbury,
Harvey Wiley Cotett and Arthur C. Holten worked together with landscape
architects Gilmare D, Clake and Michas| Raguans 1o come up with a plan
algned with the city grid and oriented on & ceniral landscaped agis running
west from Amaterdam Avenus towards the Hudson River. dmsierdam
Haouses marks the end of an era when govamment viewed the creation of
medel housing for lowdncome citizens as a social responsibility.

It exemplifies an earky effort by the New York ity Housing Authority 1o
ensure racial and alhnic diversity in ane of ils projects. Today, despite
waar and tear and some alterations, such a5 the remaval of the origing
sieel windows, many of the architectural and landscape features that
spedk 1o the agnificance of Amsterdam Housas as a welkdesigned,
community-oriented public housing project remgin lergely intact.
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FHCDS LEFT T RRGHT: UKDSAT MILLER,

ASTOR COURT

Chares A. Platt, 1944-18

Robert AN, Stern calls AStor Court '|'.|l&1'1"|3|.]5. The Iowvalast of all The

G ivard apariments built between 1900 and the First Warkd Weas, "

& nice compliment since the arrargement of apartments areund & central
cowtyard places this bulding in the company of such august West Side
landrarks ag the Aptharp (Clinten & Russell, 190608) and the Belnord
[Hiss & Weekes, 190809, agior Courl ocoupies the full Mock fron along
Broadway, Residents aocessed their hiomes via the nterion ganden wilh
enfrances an West B9th and 90th Streets. Charkes A Platt—architect,
landscape archilect and arlist — fresguently collaborated with he Astars,
wha by the time they commissioned Aster Court had amassed one aof
M Yark's largest iorlunes, mainky i real estate, In 1942, khn Jacoh
Astar IV perished aboard the Tianie, eaving his son, Vincenl, 1o ke aver
the family business, Astor Cowrt was one of Vincen Astor's first large
soqde develpment progects. He went an bo establish the influential
Vincem Astor Foundation, which became & majer cullural foncse under the
leadership of his wile, Brooke Astor (Vingcent Astor died in 1959), The most
impressive exlenior feature of this 1350y, aliangalazae-stde building

is s immense, dasscally styled comice, originally painted in gold and red
e recall ancient monurments, S0 many unprotected apartrent buikfings
hawe besen stipped of ther monumental ops, making Astor Court™s haldly
projecling oomice a landmark on the Broadway skyline,
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BEROADWAY FASHION BUILDING

Broadway and Bdth Street

PREOTC G IRIL NG 1Y HERRH, DL U SD; CETAL PHETDS I UGS MILLER, W)

Sugarman & Berger, 1930-31

The Brgadway Fashion Building hes been (uming beads since il was buill
im the @arly 19305, Its Art Deco style and materials give this shesk,
faur-story struciure an appeal amd distinotion that belies its modes] size.
The Al Guide fo New York Cify Architectwres (Norval White and Elliot
Willensky, 4th ed., 2000) desaribes its sEnificance as follews: “Long
Batfnre the curtain walls of metal and glass descendsd ugan rmildhoen,
this curtain wall of metal and glass and glazed Terra colla came 1o grace
Broadway.” Archilecls Sugarman & Berger, prolific dgesigners of both
residential and commarcial buildings throughoul New York Cily, caughl
the critics” aftention n their day as well. As the Broadway Fashion
Building was wrder congiraction, The New York Times remarked that

the “fagades will B2 90 per cent glass, with white stainless meatal for
decorative wirk,” in vivid conirast 0 neighbonng buildings of salid
rmasonry, The Times alsa nated that “a system of exterior and intenon
illumingtion will give the strecture an unusual appearance al night.”

The building was intended o glow in The evening, while during the day
the nearly all-glass design allowed natueal Hgh To resch the high-end
retail shops on eath of the floars.




FHOTO OF BULLCEHE BY HEMRIX DLUKE; DETAL P=OTOR By LINCGAY WILLER, LW

THE CLIFF DWELLING APARTMENTS

243 Riverside Drive at 98th Strest

Herman Lee Meader, 1914-18

M list of unigue Upper West Side buikBrgs would B compkale withoat
includirg the CHFT Dwelling, striking for its unusesl floonian ard its Nalive
Americaninspired lerracatla amameantation. The footprint of this dramatic,
12stery apartment buiking confarms 1o s thangula o, crested whene
the curve of Rrverside Drive intersects with Wiest S50 Streel, The narthenn
end of the Duikding is only ning feel wide. Large terracolla mezes fealuring
Gow skulls, teirdheaded snakes, amd mountain lions in low rebef span

the Riverside Dive fagade, The arghitest, Herman Lee Meader, apparently
uged thase socalled “Puetdy Deca”™ matifs 1o draw an amuesinghy
appropriste paraliel bebween the hahitats af ancient Soutfwest American
cultunes and medern, aparmentliving New Yorkers, The CIlT Craalling,
G of Meaters earliest works designed shorlly aller be starled his own
prachice, opened as a resikdential botel in 1916 and was comessbed

b apartments in 1932, Possindy Maader was inspired by the 1915
Panarna-California Exposition & Balbea Park in San Diego, where the

R Bean Pawilion was & popular vere. Fich, creathe amament pliys
an equally imporiant mole in Meader's ather New York works, inchuding &
Iaf building clad in pefychoome: berra colla al 144h Streel and Seventh
Awvenue and a bullding wilth pre-Calumbian-themed arnament at 25th Street
and Lexinglan Avenue.
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THE CORNWALL

Broadway and 90th Street

Meville & Bagge, 1909-10

PHITOE HY HEMAE, CLUHD

The Commwall is among the most graceiul and cleverly designed of the
many speculative apartment buildings buill on the Uppsr West Side afier
the apaning ol the subway beneath Brosadway i 1904, The Comwall is
arienbed arcund a large light caurt facing Broadway, bul [he main enirancs
i% locabed on Wesl 30th Streat, leaving the ground oar aleng Broadway
1o lucrative oommersial uses, Neville & Bagge were pralific architecis

af resideniial buildings in Mew York City and experimented with vanipus
apartment Pbouse farrmulas, The real showpiece of this stately brick
antHimasieng builkding is ils edraordinary, sculplural terra-colla cormise,
Coppar brackets, the rmasshe Cormthianpiened double-siory enirance,
and rich decorative alemenis give the fagade dramatic tesiure.

The developers of the Cormwall, Arlinglon G, Hall and Hareey b, Hall,

also buill the Midiown Theates (later the Metro Theater) on Broadeay
between 390 and 10000 Streets (an Indiideal Leandmark designed

by Boak & Paris, built in 193233} In sddition, tha Halls ware responsible
for the Clarermaont Theater Bulding on Broadway a1 1360k Street, designed
by Gaatane Mello and gpensd in 1914 as one of the ealiest purpose-built
riwpeies Bhesters m Mew Yok,
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EUCLID HALL

2345 Broadway between B6th and BEth Strects

FERllLAE BF LN RS e, AT

Hill & Turmer, 1900-1503

“|alrmang the most ambitious aparment houses of its time.” aceording to
Chrigtopher Gray, Euclid Hall & 3 prime example of advancesd mliipe
dwelling design al e turm of The 2000 century, The seven-siony Duikding
ootupes Broadweay's entire biock frond betsean BSth and B6ih Sirests.
Deep, marrow courlyands penetrale the sthersise massise bulk of the
lagade, making i1 appear 1o be three separate buildings at first glance and
allowing light and air into apartrments at vanous ponts aound the
perireter. The basement ance housed a lage restawant and caté, But,
imlike later buildings, including Astor Court and the Corrmeell (See pp.d59)
the graund faor of Euclid Hall was not odginally desigred for retail uses,
daspile its ideal siluation nesr a stap on he few IRT Subway ling, Like
their contemporaries at the Anzenia and the Dailon, Duilt further south
gong Broadway at about the same time, Ewclid Hall's develapers believwed
that shaps wauld enderming the building's segancs, In Keeping with hen
current fashion, architects Hill & Tumer wsad Frensh-ande senament {ned
ik embellished with light-colorsd limestone and iron details] o augment
he sophistication ol their design, The building s promatenrs called it

“New York's Finest Family Apartment,” playing 1o an ugpermicddieclass
market that wes increasingly interested in apartment living and the culting
adpe Buildings that were fransforming Broadsay. Hill & Turmes's floorplan,
40 modenn 81 The Time, saon betame gutmaded, Euclid Hall wag convertad
Tor sangle-rm-oCupancy use in the 193085,
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FERllLAE BF LN RS e, AT
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FHITMIE BY HEMRIX DLUKD

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Broadway at 79th Sireat

George Keiater, 1B90-93

First Baptist Church is & landmark In every sanse, stuated at a mapr
crosaroets of the Upper West Side and beloved by 8l who frequent

the neighborhood. The congregation built its first howse of worship on
(Gokd Streat in Lower Menhattan in the early 18th cemury. In the 1890s,
after several mowvas, the congregation settled into this site in the heart
of the neighborhocd developing along Brosdway. There was already talk of
the BRT subway with a stop at TOth Sireet. George Kelster, a ressdantial
and thester architact later known for designing the Apallo Theater on
125th Street [1913-14), was salected through & design competition to
dewalop the building’s novel plan and eclectic talien Romanssgus Rewval
facada. The sxis of the church site at & 45-degree angle S0 that it
embraces the Brosdway inlersection and masmizes the interior auditorium
spaca, coverad by a barrebvaulted, stanadglass ceding. Biblical
iconography Is intricately waven into the fagade. Even the two
asyrmetrical owers hewve symbolic meanng. This consclentipus
appreciation of architecture and symbolizm has bean sustained by the
First Baptist congregation, who, as dedicated stewards, have warded

off developars seaking 1o exploit the site’s redevelopmant potertisl.

The deys of resistance may be numbsered, however. The congragation
recently announced that it was weghing the possibiity of allowing
recayvalopment that would destroy the histonc structure. Without landmark
designation, there ks nothing to prevent such destructian.
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HOTOE BY LIMDESAY MILLER. L)

KRIE JILURE: CETAIL

FHOAT OF BELILIKG BY H

West End Avenue at &4th Streeal

George F. Pelham. 13408

Davaloper Loranz Weinar arrived in Mew York from Germany sefore the
Civil War, during which ha esrved in the Union Army. The narme of this
nina-story brick and lmestone apartrment bueiding, built on speculation in
1908, cleary demonstrates the builder's continuing fondness for his
momeland; the House of Hohenzollern ruled Gesmany through 1918,

At k2ast one historian theonzed that the building was originally constructad
to housa personnel of the German consulate, but census records disprave
this theary. The building name was abandoned in the aarly years of

Wiorkd War |, a5 tha Armarican pulblic rejactad all things German. its cultural
legany lives on, howewar, in the haav, Rensissance-inspired arnamentation
that was typical of Germarrdmenican civic and public buildings of the time
Architect Gaorge F. Petham warked in & range of stybes and building typas,
parhaps maost famously dasigning Hudson Yiew Gardens (1%23-25),

ona of New Yors's earliest planned, cooperative apartment complexes,

on Finehurst Avanue bateean Wast LB2nd and 186th Streets in
Washington Haights.

# NOW 491 WEST END AVENUE
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HORN & HARDART AUTOMAT

F.P. Plait & Brother, 1930

This jopous Al Deco building, peposs-buill as a Fom & Hardar ] Aulomest
in 1930, is one of Mew York's last and moest intact suriving sxamales

of this once-ubiquilous building type, laseph V, Harn and Frank A, Hardart
openad their firgt Autormat (& waileress reslawanl where cusiomens ook
thew food from nickeloperaied windaows) in Philagelphia in 1902,

Mesw York's fest Automal opened in 1912 in Times Square and guickly
ingrained itsel in the popular cufure, & place where peoghe of all classes
could gather for @ quick, inexpensive meal, Abomets were imamoraliped
in monvies, song brics and millions af Mew Yorkers' memaries, Tha 104tk
Street exampla is & case siudy n prototypical Sutomat architeciune as
devaloped by F. P, Plath & Brother, designers of many Hom & Handart
Autormats, Ravishing polychrome tema-cotta ormamentation, created by
the Atlantic Tera Cotta Co. Tollowing & fantly Mayan, Ar Deco matil of
Eeametric plams and flowers, drew eyes o this dirmimdive beilcing,

The manumental, arched windes an The Broadway Tagade provided full
vigibilily 1o the shiny glags and steal teohnodagical maresels withan,

Thug Er-:lur'ld Moor eaterion is covered owsr with a l:":l'.‘ll'“l‘lEI'l'mrF.ll':r glorefront,
bt the goigingl details rerndin undistiumed thiugh Temparanly out o sight.
After Tailing to a0t quickly encugh 1o Save anther Tormer Autormat on
Wesl STEh Streel, the UPC designaied the 104 0h Strest Automal as a
Landmark an Janussy 30, 2007,
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PHOTOS B HERAIK, JLURG

LEVEL CLUB

53 West 73rd Street between Broadway and West End Avenus

Clinton & Russell, 1927

The: Lewzl Club =its on a siie street midblock m the shadow of its more
celEbrated neighbar, the landmark Ansonia Hotel, Itis nonetheless a
monument to the grandicse aspirations of its Masonic builders, who called
themsehes the “Levelers,” No one who passes this toeening, 17-story,
Moo-Romanesgue strecture can halp but marvel at is pelhchrome fagads
raplebe with Masonic symbals, sech as the allseging eve, and topped by
modem setbacks, Tha buiking is parily the result of a friercly rivalry with
the Shriners, another Masonis group, over who coold Boild a better “fort,”
In 1923, the Shriners cormpleted the Mecca Temple fnow City Canles)
siraight though from 55th to S8th Street between Sixth and Seventh
Bwenues, wsing the same architects, Chinton & Russel, who would soon
design the Lewed Club, (8t around the same time, the Knights of Pythias
ware building the Pythian Temple of West TOth Street between Columbus
and Amsterdam Averues, now part of the Upper West Side Central Par
West Histaric Distict,] The Levelers aimed 10 ongate a ceniral clubhouss
on the scale of such socalled “highrise urban clubs®™ &5 the Yale Club
on Weslh 44th Strest Cames Ganble Rogers, 1915). The Levelers’
ambitions were short-lved, The 1529 stock market crash ruined the club,
and their grand fort became a commenzial halel ender 3 series of names
wnlil it was corveried 1o condominiums and reravatied, with considerable
care gheen (o preserdang its anchitestural inkegrity, in the 1980s,
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PHOTCE: BY HERAH GLUND

NEW YORK CAB COMPANY*

31B-324 Arnaterdam Avenus at West T5th Streel

C. Abbott French. 18589

A robust, wellpreserved sample of the Romanesque Revival Siyle,

the Mew York Cebr Comgany stable 5 an anchor of the old S18ble Row,

a cluster of private and livery stables built along Amsterdam Svenue

in the late 19ih cenfury. This building is 8 rare swrvivor of an sge when
Mew Yorkers relied on horses and carnagses for transporiation, but relatively
few city residents actuslly cemed thelr own Ivery (also sse pAd on the
now-desirmyed Dakota Siabke). Deseloper Willlem T. Welton, a dnysgoosds
merchand wha lived in the neighborhond, leesed the bullding o the MNew
York Cab Company, estabished in 1874, 10 pravide “a chesg and imgroved
transit syatem im Mew York.® The Bew Yok Cab Compeny introdwsed the
canzept of vellw and black-andwhite checkerad horsa-drawn ahe

ior cabriolets, B kind of cardage) prowling the sirests, avallabla for hire.
Hundregs of cabs and horses wers howsed here at T5ih Strest and
Amsterdam Avenwe until the sutomobile overtook them in popularity in the
ey 20th century, at which point the buitding was converted into a garage.
The architecture firm of C. Abbott French & Co. designed the Ceb Comgany
budksing in the feshionable, round-arch stde of its day, with & monumental
bracketed comice, richly textured brickwork, and three larnge, arched
entrances on West T5th Street. Afer decades of petitioning fram

Lwi? and oihers, the LPC designeted the New York Cab Compsany &5 a8
Landmark on Movember L4, 2006,

st NOW BERKLEY GARAGE




EWORH HEETORICAL SOCIETY

PEOTOS B MICHAEL BELDCCH: EMALL INEET FHIT] ik H

P.S. 165

233 West 109tk Strest between Broadway and Amsterdam Avenua

C.B.). Snyder, ca. 1900

This Frenzh Renstssance Revivelatyle public school bullding represants
one of the finest and most intact works of C.B.J. Smyder, who served

a3 Superintendeant of Schaol Bulldings from 1581 to 1923, PS5 165 is
the prototype for Sryders signature “H® plan for publc schoals.

The innovative srangerment of clessrooms around courtyards and steet
frame construction allowed for enormaus sindows, creating ligh- and
airilled learning environments. Heslth and safely in school architsciee
were growing concerns, reflecting the expansion of the city's educational
systern &2 a result of the influx of immigrants in the late 19th certury.
Enyder’s design. which took optimum adventage of less expensive
midbloek sites such &5 this ane, was replicated throughout the oo
Today, enly a hendful of examples of this important building type remain.

In 1536, the schoo! was named after Robert E. Simon, a philanthropist
and real-estate operator who owned Camagie Hall, P.5. 165 is battar
known by its students and nearby residents as “The Palace Schoal ®

In 2000, students from another Hahaped, Smderdasigned school —
P.5. 166 on West B0th Street — joined LW! to testity before the LPC for
the landmark designation of their school. It passed! We ook forward

te the day when students of the egually worthy P.5, 165 will have the
opnartunity to testify an landmark status for their school.
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Amsterdam Avenue and 99th Street

ROPA LEFT TG ANGHT: LINCS4y MILLER, LWL HEMRIH, GLLIHD

PHOTCS

i L
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I

EPISCOPAL CHURCH COMPLEX

Robert W, Gibson, 1891

This geamingwhile limestone church, with its commanding carner fower,

risd terra-otia tile rocf and Romanesque-archad wirdaws

anG

b Lowis Cormfort Tiffary, frnerca’s greal masier of design and decoralive

arls), together with 1% adiacent pansh bouse and rechory, i 8 rue

landemark on the Amsterdam Avenue skyline, This part of the Upper Wesi
Safe was pastoral until the cormstruction of the Ninth (Columbes) Seenue

elevated train in 1879, To keep up with its growing cangregation,

21 Michae!™s replaced s 1854 structune (already the sescond an the Sile)

with & magnificent new church 10 seal 1600, The Mew Yok Times

remarkesd on its Romarnesque design by architect Robert W Gibson (who

flsd dessgned West End Colegiate Church, an anchar of the West End

Collegiate Hisioric District), calling it “a radical depar o froam he Golhig
architecture of the majorily of the city's sacred edifices.” The uikfing's
light-talared facade also so1% it apart from other churches of the day, For
Exarmphe, whesreas Wesh-Park Prisshylerian Church [S@e p21) uses dark-red
sandstaone, S50 Michael's achieves equal manumentalily usng roughhewn
Blacks of Indiana limestaone, The Titfany windows, added in stages afier

1595, have been restored along with the mlerior, which containg mone

Tilfany-gesigned ekements. The church's websibe proudly boasts, “[T]hess

wirks represant one of the largest Tiffany instalations still inksst in s

arginal setting.” But it is the remarkably well preserved aclenor (The part

of the complex that is eligibhe Tor andrmark designation] thal rakes
21, Michael™s a star 1o wish uaEmn
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PHITOS BY HERRH GLLUND

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Henry F. Kilbwm, 1891

AL the same time &5 anchitest Hanry F. Kibum was esmpating wark on
West-Park Frestyierian Church on Amsterdarm Avenue al BSth Streel

(aee p.21), he was creating another masterpiece 20 blocks norh.

The names are sy 19 oonfuse, bul WestPark and West End Présinderian
are sbdes in conbrast. The bwo atructures follow similar Torms, each
strangly marking its comer with & soaing bell tower and it openings

with bald, round Ramanesqgue arches. Yet West End Preshylerian an

West 105:h Street has a softer presence, using lightyellow, speckled brick
with matching, intricately detalled terra-cotta bBanding in place of
Weat-Park’s robust, rustcated, deepred sandsiona. A 1900 article in

The Briciider noted West End’s amament Teatwing “the dessical Tret
and honeysuckle, the Morman zigrag, the spitel angles found in early
French Renaissance, and the lozrenged shafs of Yenetian Gothic.”

The author réves, “Indeed, the several components are o placed that a
latent affinity seems to sping s where, in less skilfull hands, incongruity
might have been eupectad. Whather vewed a5 8 whole, of 85 1o the
relatisnship of its parts. there is hardly & discordant note in what s
virtually an arigingl composition.” Both churcheas were commissioned 10
accommodate the Upper West Side's rapidly growing Frestyterian flock.

In rect, West End Presbytenan once housed the largest Prestylerian
congregation in Meaw York City.




PHITOS BY MICHSEL BELDCCH

WEST-PARK
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Amslerdam and BEth Straal

Leopold Eidlitz, 1884: Henry F. Kilburn, 1850

The WestFark Prastyterian Church was designed to stand aut In the
nelghborhoad—its dramatic bell tower 8 beacon to worshipers, and

It= boldly massed, red sandstone facada keeping step with the feshion of
the time. Indeed, WestFark may be the only ezamgple of a Richardsonian
Resival-style church to survive in Manhattan. The refust stonework and
hieewy round arches reflect the populasty of medieval Romanesgue forms,
while the use of Lake Superior red stone timmed with Lorgmaacdos
brownEtons, B magnificent materal usad on md other known religous
structures, reveals a new intarest in earth-toned materials in the 18805,
These slerments combing to create a building of singular power,
unguestionably cne of the most beautful religous etructures an the Uppes
West Side. West-Perk bagen as two separate congregations that merged
in order to sccommodate the neighborood's growing populaton. The Park
Church, on West End Avenue and 5dih Street, purchased the prominent
carmer site on 86th Street in 1BB2. The congregation quickly outgrew &
chapel built to the east of the corner and designed by Leaspald Eidlitz,
ane of Mew York's most imnpartant 19th-century architects (sadly almast
all af his bsildings nave bean demolishad). Henry F. Kilburn was
carmimissioned 1 design & new church, incomorating Eidlitz’s chepsl and
recladding its lagade in 1BS9. Wesl-Park was loomed i 1911 when Park
Fresyterian Church, mearged with the West Presbyleran Church, then on
West 4dnd Street. As of thiz writing, the church is closed and under
irmminent threat of darmnoelthon.
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FHOTOE By MICHAEL BELDCOCH

93" 94™ & 95™ STREETS
STUDY AREA

Midblocks Between Cantral Park West and Amsterdam Svanue

This pocket of late 19th-century rowhouses near the northerimost tp of
the Uppser West SideCentral Park West Histore District (WS 0P HD)
offers & virtual catalogue of shies including Quesn Anne, RoMAanesque
Rewvival, and nao-Renaissance. Here, a handiul of developers employed
virtually every material, motif, color and compositon o achieve B
ramarkebly varied streatscape. The uniform low scale of the houses
gives these medslochs thelr sense of cohasiveness, bookanded by taller
bulldings on Cantral Park West and Columbus and Amsterdam fvenues.
Wnat these baldings also have In commaon 1S their Incluson in the
West Skie Urban Renewal Area (WSURA), & plan concelvad in the late
189508 to create new and rehabiitated housing for low, middle and
upper-income residents. Instead of being demolished, abandoned and
dilapidated houses were purchased by the city and renowated as part
of the affort to Improve public housing. This epproach has been touted
as one of the greatast succasses of the WSURA, while the program’'s
Columbus Avenue towers have recelved minsd resiews. For novw, tha
93rd, 94th and 95th Street midblocks could be presersad by an
extersion to the exlsting UWSCPW HD and the creatien of a amaler
district between Columbus &end Amsterdam Avenuss. This protecton
would come none too soon &s the urban renewsl provisions protecting
thess rewhalUses &re 500n to expire.
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PHOITCLR 0% RBCHALL

MANHATTAN AVENUE STUDY AREA

This picturesgue pochat of Victoran rowhousas on Menhattan Avenue
etween 10d4ih and 106th Sireets has a calm air thal seems 0 remove il
Tram normal city lite. Manhattan Avenue was not on the ariginal city streat
plan, but I:lj' 1HES it was mapped as “Maw Menue.” The earliest Ell.l||l:||l'lg_
Ectrity on the Avenue sccurred in 1BES, when Frederck Saitz put up row
mouses on the weat sde of the strest from 105th to 10610, designed by
Josaph K. Dunn. The next wear John Brown bulit up the east side of 2
same block with houses designed by C.RH. Gilbert, and in 1589 Josaph
Twmer hed the architect Edwand Angell design the housas on the west side
of the fwenua from 10uth to 105th. Althowgh ather davelopers wese
putting up traditional highestoos brownatones, 8l of theae buildings were
three-3tory brick struciures with stone end terra coffa tam end |ower
StoopsE. The Gibert-designed houses have sliaments of the Quesn Anne
siyle, with sunburst motifs, wewy linear armament, and multHight stalned
glasa windows. Those by Dunn are a littke wibder, with & wide varety of
arches and gables. The Angell houses are Romaneaque Revival and more
gophisticated. Al have unusesl amament — terra-cafta panels with rivet
maad figuring, sunburst ironwork and highty deteiled b ok,

These blocks sit m the shadew of e Rew Yok Cancer Haspital, later the
Towiers Murging Horme, an Indiddual Landmark thal was mecently resionesd
&5 lumury condominuems. In May 2007, the LPC voted to designate this
area, on LW's Wish List since 1985, as a historic district,

Adaptod mith permission from Chnistooher Gray, “Strestscanes, ™ MY Times, 1125/05
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WEST END AVENUE STUDY AREA

BEth to 110th Street between Broadway and Riverside Drive

LIHRH

HAEL BELCCC H; LANDRAARH, WESTL: RICHAEL B

L EH

PHOTOS LEFT 70 AIGHT:

West End Avenee forms the sping of this area, which vividly tells (he story
of the development of the Upper West Side fraim the 18805 10 the 19305,
This once rural and iselated part of Manhaman changsd rapidh in
response to ransportation mprovemeants —namely, the Minth Seane
hegatesd train (1879) and the IRT subway (1904). Riversde Dries

wad created in 1200 and became a fashienable address boasiing grand
townhouses and regstanding mansions, Broadway exhibits a varely

ol building styles and heights. West End Avenos, Dy conirast, offers &
coregive pictune: a sirkingl consistent streetwall of uniform comice
tesighis, harmoniows materials and crealive inberpretations of historical
siyles, including Arts and Crafts, Beaux Arls and Arl Deco and showsasing
e wors of many of the cily's moest prodiic, if less recognized architects,
such as Schwartz & Gross, Neville & Bagge, and George & Edward Blum

luckad between the majpe averuas are rowhousedmad midblocks.
Significant figures in the film and music worlds Ived and workead in tha
araa, including George Garshwin, Humphrey Bogart, and Manon Devies
For wears 106th Street has been called the “Street of lazz® after

Duke Ellington, who owned three townhouses on the biock.

Tagather this ensemble of iildings crestes & fch and architecturally
drergs vigual siresiscaps (hal deserves 10 e designaied a histons desnct,
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L ANDMARKEEST!

Sampport LW! - wa it pour help o eep praserving the Besl of i Wasl.
Fleass raturn this form with your tax-dedectible conbriketion,

o A apsiclal afbeR: Connnbing B350 0F MOSR, AN FEDEVE A BT Of Brvks AN Breear:
Thae Marw Kok o Howaa 17337929 by Chanas Lockwood dsholograghs By Madelana leem|;
Tho AUTME Tha HEIy, Bockns, aod Aee of Ham & Haeem's Masiaisns Dy Lafmarg
B. Dl ared Mlariarne Hardarl; From Abpsavian g0 Zion 4 Godke 0 Mahallad's Houses of
VD Iy Dol Wi Duanba; Sodeart Mosss and nha Moseim Sty Tha Trailatemanion
of P Hork [y Hilary Blallon and Kancsih T. Rackeen; of anather Beck Fom o colastion

{1 gm0 5100 i1 §1m0 ) gan0 * 1m0 i $1000
i Winalawar pous gree vall el & i Pty N peur BupEse L)
* {7 ook brom the seleoiion above 11 oollection
e wrie ok AR el o e s N e

:I Thanks, you can kesp the Book... bui hese's my gt of 5250

01 el Db 1 b @i in Do o

T 1 woukd lie to WOLUKTEER!

) Wy mimglorsr olfars & Al wng deanis Program - e Faim is enc eed

{1 Moty e of walking tours, lechunes, candidotes breaktasts, eto, (emal if possinie)
) Plesasi 00 nod prbdish my name &G @ cenabtor 1o L

{1 Hominabo o makdng 1o LWs Wish List:

g | i

A Al
iy S Iin
Ffwve: Homi N T L | T Fin
Ereie axbdruis |Ririm u Teran | Wl Bl el s

LY a8 W, G7Th Girest, WYG 10023 TEL (212 S8EE110 FAX (212] BTS-0205
EMUAAL [andrmarkone il asdmarwiel a0
ik et o 5! ww, e mawrkamest, g or g o IS Londinaris and LS ek L e, ples back ienes o mr pewsitier

Thank you for your support!

Dagign Hokena Mils = Covar glologrepn Hanik Clund
Printer Mar+x Myies » Lopo design Kilon Saser
This: remesbiilan s miscks gosasilbe wilh pubis fosds mem
the Mew fork Siaie Council on fhe dofis. a8 sinde agency. S RCA

About LANDMARK WEST!

LAMDRAKNAH WEST! & & nidnepaofil Smssdcbainifg SOl Dy gioug winrki ng L (i v

the best of the Upper Waest Side’s srchiectural heriage from B5th bo 110Mh Sireet betvesn
Cartral Park Wkt and Riveesice Ois Siece 1885 1 his workoed 10 il B ark Sl e
mdradusl boldings and hsioro dsincts. foday. LANDRARE WEST! I= the prowd curtor of

thar area's neardy 2,700 deslgnated landmarks (up boss enly 337 in D385, i conlinues e
promoie mvAeness of hese anchitectual ressaees. and the urgent need do profect them
Fgansl ingensiive changs and demalition,



L ANDMARKEEST!

A5 WEST &7 STREET PEWY WORK MY 10023 (212 49581710

LR DA RKW EST@LANDRAAREWEST. ORG

BOPROFIT OREG
L5, POGTAGE
FAalD
FMEVS YORE, MY
PERMAIT MDY, 7RAT

DATED MATERIAL
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O CLIRRENT RESIDERNT

[ Cierte] Tery fidress, Mam Barsick. Sophis deBosr, Andeew Scott Dolkart, ¥Viclor Kovner, Sarsh Bisdlond Landeys, Cheistopher Lordon, &y Newmar, Vinoent Peirsncs,
Bruce Simon. Fiences Spangler. Elimiteit Staroey, Robert Swortz, Bridget Theston, Lon Tsher President Arens Siman Wre Sresident Cars Lamagne Seorefary Frangoise Enllack
Treasanar Jaanie Marmeskl Evvulive Doecior Hats Wood Jepwdy Odecior Hunier Amsiong Bducatiny Cosrainaior Fens Sohel Rusen Specla! Prjecis Cowoivalor Even Mason

fréams Laura fdramion, Laurs Buchner, Haihering Longhakd, Lindeay Miler, Lz Mrosmoeps, Ebme Mewman. Foly Seddon Samh Shar Peprer Wakhs

Thanks b0 oder smgsr intern taam for fhedr Brd woak on Ehis newslsbler, 'We coulidn’t da 1§ whbout you?
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