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APPLICATION FORM FOR WORK ON DESIGNATED PROPERTIES
| INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING

{ A complete application inciudes this form ("Application Form™) and malarials needed to descride the project and its effact on the landmark propeary. Please
! read the instructions of this farm carefully, and provide all the information requesiad for 811 6 eecticns, LPC stai uses this informalion Lo dsteming i the
| e#pplicalion meats LPCs ks for approval by staff or will reguire a review by ihe full Commission al a Public Hearing. Failure to submil campleia

| applicalions with required materials will resull in delays in tha review and processing of your applicatian. Filing may ba done in parson of by roail te the
address above,

| 1. PROPERTY INFORMATION

ADBRESS 200 Central Park West - Amarican Museum of Naturel History FLOOR/AFT. #:

2, PROPOSED WORK [CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

INTERIOR ALTERATIONE

H INTERIDR ALTERATIONS

O PLACE OF ASSEMBLY/CERTIFICATE QF QCCUPANCY! NO WORK PROPOSED
{0 RECREATE MISSING ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

RESTORATION & OTHER FAGADE WORK O EXTERIDOR REFAIRS (chack all that Bpply):

O Street fagade O Sida or rear fagade/roof O LLAA

O THRU-WINDOWAOUVERS & OTHER HVASC EQUIPMENT{zheck all thal apply}:
ngﬁ'lrFI.l’:'%.N\:rENTILA'ﬂDN & AR CONDIMONING {1 Sirmet fagaa [ Rear or side facade
O THRUAWALL HVYAC EQUIFMENT: O Siraet fagade [0 Rear or side fagade
[0 QTHER MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT: C1 Wall mountad [] Yard O Rool O Exatar Genamlor
00 REPLAGCE WIMDOWS (thack all {hat apply):
O Siraet-facing fagadais [ Raar or ghia non-sireel facing fagade

WINDOW & DOOR WORK B NEWIMODIFY WINCKOW OPEMING(S) (check all that apply):
O Siraetdacing facade/s 8 Reaar or 2/dw non-streat facing fecade

O REPLACE COOR(S) or MODIFY DODR{S)

# NEW BUILDING
C ROOFTOP ADDITICN (chack all that applyy:
ADDITIONS & NEW CONSTRUCTION 0 Mechanlest Equipment, Stair or Elavator Bulkhaad O Occupsbla O Solar
{1 REAR YARD ADDITION {check al that apply):
C Deck [] Occupiable

STOREFRONTS O INFILL D LGHTING O SIGNAGE O AWNNGE O SECURITY SATE
8 EXCAVATION {chiack all thal apply): W Underpinning O Mo Underpénning
EXCAVATIONS, 5IDEWALKS AND SITEWORK H SIDEWALK PAVING {check aff thal gpplyy: O Conerete O Slota O Tres Pit

E SLBSURFACE UTILITIES (check gli that applyy: O Ragidantie) B Other
B STREET PAVING/STREETEED WORK

rm i

& TEMPORARY INSTALLATIONS:O Sign B Dtber
O NEW UNENCLOSED SIDEWALK CAFE 0 RENEW SIDEWALK CAFE LICENSE
m FENCES AND GATES il EARRIER FREE ACCESS (ADA}

W OTHER {Dascriba): Dark Improvsments

OTHER

3. ADCITIONAL INFORMATION

Arg you filing 10 comect or legallze wark dore withou! an LPC permi? O YES I Yes, Waming LeternhOva:
If YES, pleasa inglude phatos of work in vialatian)

Ara you Ming for a signof ar lo amend 3 pemit? O YES i Yes, Dockal®:
(If YES. plaase include pholos of compialed axterior work)

Are you applying 1o any of 1he folkewing? B Dapl. DlEuildings _I:i.aly_Plan;Ing O Board of Standards an;ﬂ.pp_aall

1% thers a facade masemant on iha property? O YES (i Yes, pleass provide contact imfomatian far eazement holdar)
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4. ATTACH MATERIALS NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

can often be expedited, Incomplate Bdbmissions will causa delays.

TEL: (212) 689-7817/ E-MAIL! INFOGLPC NYG GOV

Required matenals must be subrilted to completa the application, These materials includa decumantation that expleins the existing and
proposed condtions, ard <learly ilusirates how the propesed work does or doas nol meat LPG Rules. Depending on the iype of work proposed
1hese materials may include drawings, photographs, photo-montages, material samplas and writtlen spacifications.

For a complate list of maleriala mouirad for tha rost cammon work lypes, plaase rafer ta the Permit Application Guide ps you corpiate thae
applicalion. LPT Rules and guides ata available an the website: www.nye gov/igndmarks. An application that inciudes all of 1he required materials

PLEASE NOTE THAT A PERMIT CANNOT BE |SSUED UNTIL THE REQUIRED MATERIALS ARE SUBMITTED AND STAFF HAS DETERMINED
THAT THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE. YOU MaY CONTACT LPC IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THE APPLICATION PROGESS.
DETAILS ABOUT THE TYPES OF DRAWINGS OR OTHER MATERIALS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED, QR FOR GENERAL GUIDANCE:

AN APPLICATION MAY BE COMPLETED BY THE OWNER, TENANT, LESSEE, CO-OF SHAREHOLDER, ARCHITECT, ENGINEER,
CONTRACTOR, GR OTHER (NDIVIDUAL OR FIRM. PLEASE LIST ALL RELEVANT CONTAZTS BELOW, AND CHECK, THE PRIMARY CONTACT.

5. CONTACT INFORMATION (Fill out all that apply and indicats whe the primary contact should be)

TENANTILESSE/GO-OP SHAREHCH DER

H FRIMARY CONTACT

Name 1 aniel Slippan

Company/Cormaration/Drganizaten. American Museem of Natural Histary

AAM3% 500 Central Park Wast

City 8 SLa18 ey vork, NY |20 40024

PO 212-769-5033

| E-mail

dslippen@amnb.om

ARCHITECT/ENGINEERICONTRACTOR {IF APPLICABLE])

O PRIMARY CONTACT

Noma Car F, Krebs . CompanyComparatian/Oman zation Davis Brcrdy Bond, LLF_' 1
A% One New York Plaza, Suile 4200 City & Stale o viork MY 20 10004
Phore  (512)633-4700 x 4730 E.mall

ckrebs@davisbrody.com

FERSOM FILING APPLICATION (E.G., EXPEDITOR, ATTORKNEY, MANAGING AGENT) O PRIMARY CONTACT

Hameg

Danial Slippen

CompanyGarparation/Crganization: American Museumn of Natural Hista |

AddrEsE 500 Central Park West

Phone  .42.769-5033

Clry & 318 Mew York, NY
| E-friail

2P 40024

dslippeni@amnh.crg

| 6. OWNER'E INFORMATION, CONSEMNT, AND SIGNATURE

naME Therese Braddick

I am the owner of the abave-listed property, For mppiications far womk on or in a cooparative ar candaminium Suilding, the “gwner is the Go-ap Board or
Condominium Asscciation. An offiesr of Ihe Go-op Soard or Gundominium Association mit slgn thes spalicatian, | am familiar with the wokt proposad (o be
camied oul an my property and glve my permisalon for this appliestian Lo be filed. Tha snfommalion ntared i cormec) and completa, 1o the besl of my knowledge.

IMPORTANT: Tha menaglng agent of & cooporative or cendaminium asscclation muat be an officer of the board to algn this applization ‘

TITLE {if applicable) _ Depuly Commisslonar for Capital Prejects

COMPANY, CORPORATION, OR ORGANIZATION (if applicable) New York City Departmant of Parks and Recreation

MAILING ADDRESS Olmsted Center, Flushing Meadows - Corona Park cyTy, STATE, zik coce_Flushing, NY 11368

prong 718-760-6602

e-maiL_therese.braddick@parks .nyc.gov

DV Y

a/g |

SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

{
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2TAEELSE ONLY
LPC DOCKET #: DATE RECEIVED: STAFF:
COFA REPORT _ OTHER: WORK TYPE:

APPLICATION FORM FOR WORK ON DESIGNATED PROPERTIES

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING

A complete application Includes this form (‘Application Form®) and materials neaded to describe the project and its effect on the landmark properly. Please
read the Instructions of this form carefully, and provide all the information requestad for ALL 8 sections. LPC staff uses this information to determine if the
application meeta LPC's rules for approval by staff or will require a review by the full Commission at a Public Hearing, Failure o submit complate
applications with required materials will result in delays in the review and proceasing of your application. Flling may be dong in person or by mall to the
address above.

1. PROPERTY INFORMATION

55! FLOORIAPT, #:
AODRESS' 200 Central Park West _ HoRRELE
BOROUGH, Manh&ﬂtan BLOCK: 1130 LOT: 4 LONING: Park

& FRQFOBED WDRK (CHECK ALL TH.AT APPLY)

W INTERIOR ALTERATIONS
[) PLACE OF ASSEMBLY/CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY/ NO WORK PROPOSED

(|| HECREATE MIESINC" A;QC;-IJ'I'ECTLIRAL FEA'I'UREB
RESTORATION & OTHER FAGADE WORK [ EXTERIOR REPAIRS (check all that apply):
i1 leael fagada [ Side or rear fagadefrool O L1

] THRU-WINDUWJLDUVI:RS & OTHER HVAG EQUIPMENT{DMﬂK I.'IH 1hm ﬂpﬁﬂ}*}
] Streal fagade [ Rear or side fagadae

INTERIOR ALTERATIONS

HEATING, VENTILATION & AIR CONDITIONING

EQUIPMENT 0 THRU-WALL HVAC EQUIPMENT; [| Street fagade [ Rear or sida fagade
1 OTHER MEEHANIEAL EQUEF‘MENT H Wall mounted [ Yard U] Roof [ Exterlor Generator
[ REPLAGE WINDOWS (check all that apply):
1 Streat-facing fagadess L1 Rear or side non-slreel facing fagade
WINDOW & DOOR WORK ® NEW/MODIFY WINDOW OPENING(S) (check al thal apply):

Il Straal-facing fagade/s ™ Rear or slde non-stroct facing fagade

0 REPLAGE DOOR(S) or MODIFY DDP_EEL

H NEW BUILDING
O ROOFTOP ADDITION {ehack all thal apply):
ADDITIONS & NEW CONSTRUCTION [] Meehanieal Equipient, Stair or Elevater Bulkhead [ Oceuplable [ Solar
O REAR YARD ADDITION (check all thal apply):
17 Dack [ Oceuplable

'STOREFRONTS CIINFILL [ LIGHTING [ SIGNAGE [ AWNINGS LI SECURITY GATE

B EXCAVATION (check all thal apply):. Undnrpinnlnu ] Nb Underpinnlng

B SIDEWALK PAVING (chack all thal apply): [ Conerale [l Stona [ Tree Pit
i SUBSURFACE UTILITIES (cheek all that apply): [} Residential & Other

H STREET PAVINGJETREETEED WUFRK

& TEMPORARY INSTALLATIONS:(1 Sigr‘l i Other
1 MEW UNENCLOSED SIDEWALK CAFE [ RENEW SIDEWALK CAFE LICENSE
QInER B FENCES AND GATES BARRIER FREE ACCESS (ADA)

il OTHER (Deacriba) Park Improvements

EXCAVATIONS, SIDEWALKS AND SITEWORK

3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Are you ﬂ"f;;.i“ﬂl correct o Iagnllm work done wilhout an LPC permit? [ ¥YES If Yos, Warning Lellar/NOWVE,

(If YES, please include photos of work in violation) - o
Aree youi filing fef a signoff or to amend a permit? CI¥YES  If Yoa, Dockatil:

(f YES, please includa photos of completad extarior work)

Ave you applying lo any of the following? B Daopl. OF Bulldings N 1 City Planning L1 Boord of Standards and Appeals

Is thiare & facade easement on the property?. O YES (I Yos, plonse provida contagt information Tor easement holder)
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4. ATTACH MATERIALS NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION

Required materials must ba submilted to camplate the application. These materials include documentation that dxplains tho existing and
proposad conditions, and clearly lllustrates how the proposed work does of does not meet LPC Rules. Depending on the lype of wark proposed
these materials may include drawings, photegraphs, photo-montages, material samples and writlan spacifications.

For a complate list of materials required for the most commen work types, planse refer to the Permit Application Guide as you complete the
application. LPC Rules and guides are available on the wabsite: www.nvc.gov/iandmarks. An application that includes all of the required materials
can often be expadited. Incomplete submissions will cause delays.

PLEASE NOTE THAT A PERMIT CANNOT BE ISSUED UNTIL THE REQUIRED MATERIALS ARE SUBMITTED AND STAFF HAS DETERMINED
THAT THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE. YOU MAY CONTACT LPC IF YOU NEED INFORMATION ABOUT THE APPLICATION PROCESS,
DETAILS ABOUT THE TYPES OF DRAWINGS OR OTHER MATERIALS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED, OR FOR GENERAL GUIDANCE:

TEL: {(212) 6689-7817/ E-MAIL: INFOFLPC NYC GOV

AN APPLICATION MAY BE COMPLETED BY THE OWNER, TENANT, LESSEE, CO-OP SHAREHOLDER, ARCHITECT, ENGINEER,
CONTRACTOR, OR OTHER INDIVIDUAL OR FIRM. PLEASE LIST ALL RELEVANT CONTACGTS BELOW, AND CHECK THE PRIMARY CONTACT.

E. CONTACT INFORMATION (Fill out all that apply and indlcate who the primary contact should ba)

TENANT/LESSEICO-OP SHAREHOLDER  PRIMARY CONTACT

Name: Maniel Slippen STF_‘:'_'I‘_‘_”C““’“’““"’”“‘"""’3“_‘*“” American Museum of Natural h
Addess 500 Central Park West i Cvasel New York, NY  |**10024
PR 212.769-5033 =Ml gslippen@amnh.org

ARCHITECT/IENGINEER/ICONTRACTOR (IF APPLICABLE) [l PRIMARY CONTACGT

Mama Carl F. Krebs Company/Corporallon/Organizalion r ., e Brody Bond, LLP
Address e New York Plaza, Suite 4200 Gy &S New York, NY | #P 10004 ol
PO (212)633-4700 x 4739 Emal krebs@davisbrody.com

_E'ERSCE“LING APPLICATION (E.G., EXPEDITOR, ATI'ﬂR_I.‘tEY, MMJAGI!HB AGENT) [ PRIMARY CONTACT N

Mamo Campany/Corporation/Organization:

Addréns Cliy & Siale Zip -

Phonea N E-mall

6. OWNER'S INFORMATION, CONSENT, AND SIGNATURE

| am the ownar of the above-listed properly. For appllcaiuns itlnr WwOrk an or In il cooporalive or rmnﬂamlnihm building, tha “ewnet” ig the i:n-op II":I‘EIErd or
Condominium Assoclallon. An officer of tha Co-op Board or Condaminium Assoclation rmusl sign this application. | am famillar with the work propased to be
carled oul on my property and give my permission Tor Ihis application to be filed. The infarmation éntered i eofrect and complete, (o the best of my knowladge.

IMPORTANT: The managing agont of a cooperative or condominium assoclation must be an officer of the board to sign this application

nave _Tom Finkelpearl

TITLE (if applicable) _Commissioner, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

COMPANY. CORPORATION, OR ORGANIZATION (f appiicabley NYC Department of Cultural Affairs

MalLING appress 31 Chambers Street cITy, 8TATE, 2P cone_New York, NY 10007
praone (212)513-9321 e.waiL_tfinkelpearl @ culture.nyc.qov

-

SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE
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American Museum of Natural History
Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation
Application to Landmarks Preservation Commission

Project description

The Richard Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation, proposed by the American Museum of
Natural History (the Museum), would be an approximately 193,530-gross-square-foot (gsf) addition located
on the Columbus Avenue side of the Museum campus, which is located on the superblock bounded by West
81st Street, West 77th Street, Central Park West, and Columbus Avenue, in the Upper West Side
neighborhood of Manhattan (Block 1130, Lot 1). The Gilder Center would be five stories above grade
(approximately 105 feet tall; taking into account mechanical and elevator bulkheads, a portion of the rooftop
would reach 115 feet), and one below-grade. Because the building would be integrated into the Museum
complex, an additional approximately 41,595 gsf of existing space would be renovated to accommodate the
program and make connections into the new building, for a total of approximately 235,125 gsf of new
construction and renovation. The Museum is located within Theodore Roosevelt Park, which is City-owned
parkland under the jurisdiction of the City of New York Parks and Recreation (NYC Parks). Alterations
also would be made to portions of Theodore Roosevelt Park adjacent to the building site. The Museum is a
designated NYC Landmark, a portion of which is classified as an Interior Landmark. The entire site —
Museum and Theodore Roosevelt Park — are wholly contained within the Upper West Side Central Park
West Historic District.”

Approximately 80 percent of the square footage of the project would be located within the area currently
occupied by the Museum. Three existing buildings within the Museum complex would be removed to
minimize the footprint on land that is now open space in Theodore Roosevelt Park, to about 11,600 square
feet (approximately a quarter acre)—the Weston Pavilion entry building and Buildings 15 (the former
power and boiler house) and 15A (an addition to Building 15), which are both used for science collections
and research.

The project would address critical external and internal needs in furtherance of the Museum’s purposes:
encouraging the study of natural science, and providing popular instruction and recreation with the goal of
advancing general scientific knowledge. The proposed project would make necessary improvements to the
Museum’s ability to integrate scientific research, collections, and exhibition with its educational
programming, and would also upgrade and revitalize the Museum’s facilities. Functionally, the proposed
project would improve the connectivity, spatial logic, and function of the Museum’s circulation, interior
spaces and service areas.

In developing the architectural concept, Architect Jeanne Gang worked from the inside out, seeing an
opportunity to reclaim the physical heart of the Museum complex at its center and to complete connections
between and among existing Museum halls and the new space. From Columbus Avenue, visitors would
access the building through the park at grade and enter a central exhibition hall that would link the west
side of the Museum to all other parts of the campus, thereby enhancing accessibility and completing the
east-west axis of circulation and exhibition spaces envisioned in the original master plan for the Museum.
The Gilder Center would, for the first time, create a north-south connection on the west side of the campus.



The proposed project would result in the expansion of the Museum’s footprint by approximately 11,600
square feet at grade in Theodore Roosevelt Park. Paths, trees and other landscaping would be modified,
removed or relocated to accommodate the proposed project. The character of the park along Columbus
Avenue is anticipated to be similar to the existing paths and landscaped areas, designed for walking and
quiet enjoyment. The area in front of the new entrance would (as it currently does), provide an entrance
point to the Museum. The New York Times Capsule sculpture, currently located in a small entry terrace
adjacent to the Weston Pavilion, would be relocated as part of the proposed project.

The Museum and its original buildings were created pursuant to New York State statutes passed between
1869 and 1875; then, an 1876 State statute set aside the entire site of Theodore Roosevelt Park for the
Museum and authorized the City’s then Department of Public Parks to enter into a contract (the Museum’s
lease) granting the Museum exclusive use of the buildings erected or to be erected in the park. Thus, the
Museum is a permitted park use, and no further legislative action or disposition of property is required.
Since Theodore Roosevelt Park is City-owned mapped parkland, the project site does not bear a zoning
designation and is not subject to the New York City zoning resolution.

However, the proposed project requires approval from NYC Parks pursuant to the Museum’s lease, from
the City Department of Cultural Affairs for City funding, and from Empire State Development (the New
York State Urban Development Corporation) for State funding. The new location of The New York Times
Capsule requires the approval of the City Public Design Commission. The Museum is located in Manhattan
Community District 7.

NYC Parks’ determination regarding the proposed Gilder Center project under the Museum’s lease, and
issuance of any necessary permits, are subject to City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR). NYC Parks,
as lead agency, has determined that implementation of the proposed Gilder Center project may have the
potential for significant adverse environmental impacts and, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) must be prepared. A key purpose of CEQR is to incorporate environmental considerations as early as
possible into the government decision making process. One of the areas of environmental consideration
under CEQR is the potential for impacts on the character or quality of important historical, architectural
and cultural resources, such as the New York City landmark-designated American Museum of Natural
History complex or the surrounding Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District. In this regard,
the CEQR EIS and NYC Parks’ determinations will be informed by LPC’s consideration of the proposed
Gilder Center project.

More information about the Museum complex is included in the attached Historic Preservation Background
Report dated August 2016, prepared by Higgins Quasebarth & Partners.



American Museum of Natural History

Richard Gilder Center

for Science, Education, and Innovation

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BACKGROUND RESEARCH REPORT
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11 Hanover Square
New York, NY 10005




American Museum of Natural History - The Gilder Center
Historic Preservation Background Research Report « September 2016

INTRODUCTION

This report has been compiled by Higgins Quasebarth & Partners, LLC,
for the American Museum of Natural History and Studio Gang Architects
to assist in assessing the history, existing context and physical fabric at the
west and north sides of the Museum complex where a new central entrance
building and architectural focal point, known as the Gilder Center for
Science, Education & Innovation, is planned for construction. The project
will be understood in the context of the Museum complex as a New York
City and State and National Register Individual Landmark and contributing
property within the surrounding Upper West Side/Central Park West
Historic District. This report will also assess the proposed project’s visual,
contextual and physical impacts on the site’s architectural resources.

The appropriateness of the proposed Gilder Center is rooted in the following
three themes:

- Appropriateness of constructing a central entrance building and
architectural focal point at the unfinished portion of the west side of the
museum complex, and of completing the east-west internal circulation
axis between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. Both aspects of
the project are in conformance with the Museum'’s original mission and its
historic Master Plan;

- Appropriateness of a new, architecturally compatible contemporary
building to the Master Plan and to the subsequent evolution of the Museum
complex and the adjacent parkland;

- Appropriateness of demolishing the existing Buildings 15, 15A and the
Weston Pavilion, which are not architecturally significant to the complex.



American Museum of Natural History - The Gilder Center
Historic Preservation Background Research Report « September 2016

SUMMARY

The Museum is located within Theodore Roosevelt Park and bounded by
West 81st Street to the north, West 77th Street to the south, Central Park
West to the east, and Columbus Avenue to the west. The site for the proposed
Gilder Center project is at the center of the west side of the complex, at the
intersection of Columbus Avenue and West 79th Street, where a central
entrance building and architectural focal point is called for in the Master
Plan. Construction at this site is a significant step in the evolution of the west
primary facade, and in resolving the axial circulation within the Museum
complex. It will be in keeping with the Museum’s architectural history while
employing a contemporary architectural language. The Gilder Center will
replace three existing buildings; Buildings 15 and 15A, which are publicly
inaccessible, and the Weston Pavilion, a non-historic programmatically void
entrance and circulation hall.

The new building will be approximately 193,530-gross-square-feet (gsf),
with five stories above grade (approximately 105 feet tall; taking into account
mechanical and elevator bulkheads, a portion of the rooftop would reach 115
feet), and one below-grade. Because the building will be integrated into the
Museum complex, an additional approximately 41,595 gsf of existing space
will be renovated to accommodate the program and make connections into
the new building, for a total of approximately 235,125 gsf of new construction
and renovation. It will feature sculptural, curvilinear forms in the facade, on
both sides of a central interior-arched entrance. It will be harmonious with the
naturalistic landscape of the park which has evolved on the unbuilt portions
of the site respecting the essential character of the Museum complex.



American Museum of Natural History - The Gilder Center
Historic Preservation Background Research Report « September 2016

THE INSTITUTION AND
ITS MISSION

Since the Museum’s founding, its purpose as set forth in the 1869 Charter
enacted by the New York State legislature has been to encourage and develop
the study of Natural Science, to advance the general knowledge of kindred
subjects, and to furnish popular instruction and recreation. As the Museum
approaches its 150th anniversary, continued fulfillment of the original
mission is fundamental to the Museum'’s architectural and institutional
planning process. The Gilder Center will integrate science, education and
exhibition more fully than has ever been accomplished in any of the other
museum buildings.

The proposed project would be designed to reveal the behind-the-scenes
work of the Museum and integrate it into the visitor experience, to serve

as a platform for the partnership between scientists and educators, and to
offer spaces where students of all levels and ages can find engagement and
inspiration through their immersion in the process of authentic scientific
research and discovery. Collection storage spaces, the research library, and
laboratories for gene mapping, 3D imaging, and big data assimilation would
be located adjacent to immersive exhibition galleries and interactive education
spaces for children and adults in family and school groups.

Among the major new features that would be included in the proposed
project are:

- A physical articulation of the Museum’s full, integrated mission of science,
education, and exhibition, that will provide visitors with cross-disciplinary
exposure to the natural world;

- New kinds of exhibition and learning spaces infused with the latest digital
and technological tools, linked to scientific facilities and collections;
-Innovative spaces devoted to the teaching of science—including for middle
school, early childhood, family, and adult learners and teachers;

- Spaces for carrying out scientific research—particularly in natural
sciences—and facilitating public understanding of this vital scientific field;

- Increased storage capacity and greater visibility and access to the Museum'’s
world-class collections;

- Exhibitions and interpretations of new areas of scientific study;

- Expansion of the natural history library from a world-class repository to a
place of adult and public learning;

- Approximately thirty new connections into ten existing Museum buildings
on multiple levels, improving circulation and better utilizing existing space;

- Enhanced visitor experience and services;

- Improved building services; and,

- A more visible and accessible entrance on the west side of the Museum
complex.



American Museum of Natural History - The Gilder Center
Historic Preservation Background Research Report « September 2016

EVOLUTION OF THE
MASTER PLAN

The architectural history of the Museum is characterized by respect for, but

a series of changing approaches to, the original Master Plan. The original
Master Plan, designed by Calvert Vaux and Jacob Wrey Mould in 1872,
outlines an institutional-scale complex, square in plan, composed of 21
sections with four similar street facades “distinguished by large entrances of
architectural dignity and strength” at the center of each facade. The original
plan includes cross-axial circulation corridors, which connect the perimeter
spaces and subdivide the interior footprint into four symmetrical open courts
(History, Plan and Scope of the American Museum of Natural History, 1910).

In his 1908 Autobiography, founder of the Museum, Albert Smith Bickmore
explains the development of the original Master Plan. He recalls, “My own
sketch suggested a building like that of the national capital at Washington...
But when we found such a large area assigned us, we extended these traverse
structures into full-sided wings reaching the corners of the square. The
ground plan as thus enlarged contemplates a building with four equal sides,
each about seven hundred forty feet long. At the center of the square will rise
a high tower dominating the entire structure. From this tower or central dome
a wing will radiate to the middle of each of the four sides and thus divide the
great square into four large open courts for lighting the interior sides of the
exhibition halls.”

The Museum’s first building, designed by Calvert Vaux and Jacob Wrey
Mould in the Gothic Revival style and constructed in 1874-77, laid the
foundation for the ambitious original Master Plan. Its location north of the
77th Street primary facade and central entrance building was strategically
selected, to encourage future construction. Yet as the museum’s resources,
needs, architects, and styles changed over the years, so too did the approach to
the original Master Plan.

Early in the Museum'’s development the original Master Plan was recast in
1897 by Cady, Berg & See. The 1897 plan envisioned the same institutional-
scale rectilinear footprint as the original plan, but varied in its architectural
style to a more contemporary and grander Romanesque Revival, which
succeeded Gothic Revival in popularity in the late 19th century and was
financially attainable with increasing endowments. The 77th Street facade
(Buildings 2-7) designed by Cady, Berg & See and constructed from 1890-
1900, and the south-west wing on Columbus Avenue (Building 8), designed
by Charles Volz and constructed in 1906-08, followed in the Romanesque
Revival style.



American Museum of Natural History - The Gilder Center
Historic Preservation Background Research Report « September 2016

EVOLUTION OF THE
MASTER PLAN

(continued)

Evolving Footprint

The building program subsided for a short time after 1908, and when it
resumed in the 1920s, further evolution of the original Master Plan occurred,
this time in the internal footprint of the plan. The interior courts, originally
envisioned as light-filled courts, began to be filled in with buildings for
exhibition and utilitarian function to accommodate the significant increase in
Museum collections and visitors.

The Oceanic and Education wings (Buildings 10-11) were the first to be
constructed at the center of the southwest and southeast courtyards in 1924
and 1928 respectively. In the 1930s, interior courtyard infill continued, and
extended north. The Power and Service building (Building 17) by Trowbridge
and Livingston was built in 1930-31 in the northwest courtyard, and the
former Hayden Planetarium by Trowbridge and Livingston was constructed
in 1934-35 in the northeast courtyard. Numerous other courtyard infill
buildings and additions followed these precedents, which resulted in a mix of
buildings with varying styles and scales at the interior of the complex. Most
significantly, construction in the courts altered the original axial circulation
patterns set forth in the original Master Plan.

Evolving Style

Simultaneously, beginning in the 1930s, there was a third evolution in the
architectural style of the Museum buildings. The Romanesque Revival

style of the recast Master Plan by Cady, Berg & See prevailed for the facade
buildings in the early 20th century (the courtyard infill buildings were
utilitarian in design as they were not expected to be seen upon completion
of the primary facades). The Theodore Roosevelt Memorial, constructed in
1931-36, was designed by John Russell Pope with Trowbridge & Livingston
in a monumental Roman Revival style. Similar to the earlier shift from Gothic
Revival to Romanesque Revival, the Museum sought a more contemporary
and grand architectural expression for the central entrance building, which
was a memorial to the late President and a new primary entrance to the
Museum.

These variations in footprint and architectural style set new precedents for
the Museum’s development. The recent Rose Center for Earth and Space,
designed by Polshek and Partners and constructed in 2000, continued in this
vein. The Rose Center works within an evolved dual architectural identity,
accepting the northeast courtyard site location of the Hayden Planetarium it
replaced, but partially “healing” the utilitarian appearance of the accretionary
internal infill with a dynamic extended north facade building and terrace.
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EVOLUTION OF THE
MASTER PLAN

(continued)

Its contemporary design is a distinguished expression of the architectural
language of its time, analogous to the Roosevelt Memorial, and appropriate
for a primary entrance building. The Rose Center also varies from the
original Master Plan, as a primary entrance building by accepting the off-
axis courtyard site condition. The off-axis east-west circulation system was
partially healed with the construction of an intermediate corridor building,
the Weston Pavilion.

Existing Museum Context

The present museum complex comprises roughly two-thirds of the area
envisioned in the original Master Plan. It includes complete south and

east facades, a partial west facade, and a combination of the modern Rose
Center and earlier utilitarian masonry buildings as seen from the north. The
complex of 25 buildings has an asymmetrical footprint and features numerous
architectural styles, as a result of a century-and-a-half of varying construction
initiatives, which began with the 1872 Master Plan but subsequently evolved
into a complex interaction between the original Master Plan image and an
expression of changing institutional needs and architectural styles. The
original Master Plan continues to express a useful vision for the Museum
complex, in its essential elements of institutional scale, cross-axial and
perimeter circulation, focal entrance buildings on each side, and awe-
inspiring exhibition halls. However, the west side of the complex remains
unresolved and 1s a functional and architecturally important site for further
evolution in the context of the Museum’s architectural history.
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EVOLUTION OF THEODORE
ROOSEVELT PARK

The Museum has always been situated within the context of a park.
Manbhattan Square (later renamed Theodore Roosevelt Park) was designated
as public parkland in the 1811 Commissioner’s Plan. The 1872 Master Plan
for the architecture by Calvert Vaux and Jacob Wrey Mould envisioned

an institutional-scale complex across the four-block lot. When Manhattan
Square was designated as the Museum site in 1876, it was set aside in its
entirety for the future expansion of the Museum. Originally there was no
predetermined plan for the landscape. An 1897 rendering of the Master Plan
recast by Cady, Berg & See shows an expectation that the four street facades
would likely be bordered by geometrical planting beds with low shrubs.
However, early historic images show the landscape developing informally as
provisional path systems and plantings for recreation and circulation to and
from the Museum where the buildings called for in the original and recast
Master Plans had yet to be constructed.

The Museum’s first building is seen in a historic photograph dating to

1877 surrounded by land with areas of open water and piles of stone rubble.
During a Parks Department meeting in 1878, Frederick Law Olmsted
commented that initial improvements to the landscape were to be made with
a view toward keeping the unbuilt areas from being “an eyesore.” Olmsted
recommended the creation of “a smooth but quietly undulating surface,” with
fill from excavation of surrounding streets and lots, and overlaid with “earth
and soil to sustain turf and shrubbery.”

As the early museum building program extended along the south and then up
the eastern facade, portions of the square were filled (in part by making it a
free dump for a time), graded and planted, with walks to the buildings being
laid and relaid to fit the changing footprint. At the south and east facades,

the provisional path system gave way to more formal entry paths and service
driveways, and lawns framing the facades. At the west and north side of the
complex, where the Museum buildings did not come to fruition, a winding
provisional path system remained.

By the mid-20th century the park had been re-landscaped numerous

times, with improvements and design treatments increasingly akin to

other city parks. In each instance, however, it was explicitly noted that the
improvements were not “permanent,” as the site was to be occupied by future
additions to the museum building (New York Times, 1935).
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EVOLUTION OF THEODORE Existing Park Context
ROOSEVELT PARK

In recent decades, the winding provisional path system at the north and
(continued) west portion of the Museum complex where it is still largely unbuilt has
become a de-facto characteristic of the landmark site. The northwest

section of the park was named Margaret Mead Green in 1979, and the NYC
Landmarks Preservation Commission’s Historic District Designation Report
describes the landscape and fixtures around the complex as a contributing
feature. When the northern section of the park underwent a restoration

1n coordination with the Rose Center’s construction, the Landmarks
Commission clarified the historical nature of the existing landscape in a 1997
Binding Report specifically finding, that the “existing landscape design is not
historic to either the park or the museum,” and in evaluating the proposed
work in the park their considerations were that “proposed work will maintain
the character of the park as green space with many trees; that new lawns and
paths relate well to the design” and “work will enhance the appearance of the
park and the special architectural and historic character of the Upper West
Side/Central Park West Historic District.”
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EXISTING BUILDINGS

Three existing buildings within the footprint of the new Gilder Center site
(Building 15, Building 15A and the Weston Pavilion) will be demolished as
part of the expansion project. These buildings combine recent date, utilitarian
design, limited visibility and loss of integrity, and as such are not historically
significant to the Museum complex. Individually, they do not possess
significant historic architectural detail, and Buildings 15 and 15A have plain
stucco west facades, facing Columbus Avenue. A view from the major public
vantage point at 79th Street and Columbus Avenue, which was historically
intended to host a central entrance building and architectural focal point

for the west facade, shows a mix of buildings with varying styles and scales.
Replacement of Buildings 15, 15A and the Weston Pavilion will provide the
opportunity to fulfill the original Master Plan’s vision for the center west
facade and will resolve the functional and circulation shortcomings of the
existing buildings.

Building 15, the Former Power House and south adjoining Boiler House,
later known as Buildings 15 and 15A respectively, was constructed in 1903-04
and designed by Charles Volz in the Romanesque Revival style. The Power
House was constructed as a three-story brick and stone building with a gable
roof and dormers at the north and south elevations. The Boiler house was
constructed as a simple one-story brick addition with a gable roof. Building
15’s plain brick west elevations and placement at the interior transept and
courtyard of the complex suggests that it was not intended for public view.

Building 15 has been substantially altered over the years. In 1905, a three-
story circulation corridor addition was constructed between Building 15

and Building 7, eliminating the east facade of Building 15 below the gable.
Further alterations were made in the 1930s, in response to the newly built
Power and Service Building (Building 17) north of Building 15, including a
three-story bridge addition to Building 17 at the west bay of Building 15’s
north facade, and alterations to windows at the north and west elevations. In
1965, the adjoining Boiler House, Building 15A, was converted to a two-story
no-style stucco-clad building with a flat roof, engulfing the south elevation
of the Former Power House below the third-story dormers. In 1988, the west
elevation of Building 15 was stuccoed to match Building 15A.

As aresult of these changes, the existing condition of Building 15 is highly
compromised. The north elevation is refaced with non-matching brick

on its lower half where it was previously connected to Building 17. The

west elevation is entirely refaced and has a plain stucco facade toward the
public thoroughfare at West 79th Street and Columbus Avenue. The south
elevation is connected with, and largely engulfed by, the two-story, no-style
Boiler House addition (Building 15A). The interior of Building 15 has been
completely altered and does not retain any historic detail. As a result of these
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(continued)

modifications, the building retains minimal character-defining features of its
original style and exhibits a severe diminution of architectural integrity.

Building 15 1s not noted in the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
Individual Designation Report for the Museum, which describes the
significance of the Museum and discusses eleven component structures and
the land on which they stand. Building 15 is noted in the Upper West Side
Historic District Designation Report as a part of the eighteen interconnected
buildings that comprise the Museum complex. The report does not make a
statement of the building’s significance.

The Weston Pavilion, is a contemporary glass and metal frame cube building
and attached circulation corridor, constructed in 2000 in coordination with
the Rose Center. The Weston Pavilion was designed as an entrance and a link
between the unfinished west facade where there was no public entrance, and
the north and east sections of the Museum complex. It connects to Building
17, to the north, and the Rose Center and central Museum complex as it
spans east.
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THE GILDER CENTER

The proposed Gilder Center project will create a distinguished central
entrance building of high architectural quality at the west side of the complex,
relating sensitively to the existing building context and located within the
footprint of the central west entrance building anticipated in the original
Master Plan. It will resolve the internal circulation across the complex

by completing the center east-west axis between Central Park West and
Columbus Avenue and the north-south connection to Buildings 8 and 17.
The Gilder Center will continue the evolution of the Museum complex

in architectural style. It will be a contemporary building appropriate in
expressing the architectural language and technology of its time, as do all of
the primary facade buildings throughout the complex. At the same time it
relates to its historic context in form, scale and massing and materiality; and
expresses the ongoing scientific and educational mission which is central to
the museum’s historical identity.

Form

The Gilder Center’s design evolved out of an exploration of the formal

and abstract expressions of the architecture and landscape as they were
originally conceived and have evolved over the years. An 1897 rendering

of the recast Master Plan by Cady, Berg and See illustrates a complex with

a clear rectilinear plan and cross axial interior corridors, but simultaneously
within this rectilinear complex there are strong curvilinear expressions typical
of its style. The Romanesque Revival south facade features paired, boldly
rounded towers at the 77th Street center entrance and the corners of the south
facade that are boldly sculptural, curved, and projecting. Arched entryways
and curved pathways are additional curvilinear forms found at the center
entrance. The curvilinear expression continues to be a dominant feature
throughout the history of the Museum’s architectural evolution. The form
can be found translated into other styles in the curvilinear columns flanking
the triumphal arch entryway at the Roosevelt Memorial central entrance
building, and in the arched entrance and sphere within cube form of the Rose
Center. It also occurs in the curving pathways and plantings of the park.

The undulating forms of the new Gilder Center facade will project outward
on both sides of the center entryway. A sculptural, canyon-like interior space
visible through a central glass curtain wall will be a contemporary expression
of the arched entryways and dramatic public spaces existing throughout the
campus. In addition, at the interior, the critical east-west axial corridor, from
Central Park West to Columbus Avenue, will be fulfilled through numerous
connections to the adjacent buildings. On the exterior, new plantings and
landscape will bring together the curvilinear character of both the Gilder
Center and the park.
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(continued)

Material

The Gilder Center will be constructed of glass and stone, relating to its
contemporary style and the materiality found in other complex buildings.
The stone is expected to be a light-colored granite, either a Milford Pink
granite from the same quarry as the granite cladding the Roosevelt Memorial
building, or a granite of a similar type and coloration to Milford Pink. Granite
1s the dominant masonry found across all of the Museum’s public-facing
buildings and central entrances. Deep pink granite clads the 77th Street
entrance building and early-20th century wings along the south and east
facades, and the Roosevelt Memorial and Rose Center are clad in lighter
granite. The use of glass with a range of opacities in the new building will

be a distinctly contemporary architectural statement, relating to the glass
enclosure of the Rose Center.

Scale and Massing

The Gilder Center is designed to relate to the existing west side context in
scale and massing. The new building will be constructed, between Building

8 at the south and Building 17 at the north, with interior connections to

both buildings; the buildings were constructed at different periods in the
Museum’s evolution, and reflect different styles and scale. The Gilder Center
building will bridge these two adjacent buildings to unify the west facade.

Building 8 is six-stories tall and situated exactly within the footprint
prescribed by the original Master Plan. The facade is rectilinear with
curvilinear protrusions and punched openings, and a gabled roof with
dormers. Building 17 is five stories tall and situated in the northwest
courtyard of the original Master Plan. The facade is rectilinear with punched
openings and framed at the north and south ends by taller circulation cores.

The Gilder Center building will negotiate the existing height context of the
two buildings by rising to six stories in height at Building 8 to the south, and
then stepping down to five stories at the north where it meets the shorter
Building 17. At maximum height, the new building will be five feet lower
than Building 8, respecting that building’s historic prominence. The Gilder
Center will visually connect the adjacent buildings with a facade that extends
west to meet, but not to exceed, the facade line of Building 8 with deferential
setbacks at the building connection point and again at the roof peak; and
undulating back as the facade extends north toward the northwest courtyard
position of Building 17. In addition to relating to the scale and massing of the
adjacent buildings, the new building will not exceed the height of any other
existing building within the complex.
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(continued)

Secondary Elevation

At the secondary elevation, the Gilder Center will also be compatible with
its architectural context in form, material, scale and massing. Views from the
north over the Rose Center terrace reveal an assembly of internal buildings
that contain the science and education happening within the Museum.

The interior portion of the complex has an unintentional but defining
character which is both utilitarian and monumental, resulting from of years
of architecturally varied secondary elevations, courtyard infill buildings

and additions in response to functional needs. These buildings have simple
rectilinear volumes, primarily constructed of red brick with copper roofs or
siding, at a variety of heights and scales.

The secondary elevations of the Gilder Center will be less formal in design
than at the primary facade, in keeping with this utilitarian spirit. This side
and rear portion of the building envelope will primarily be rectilinear and
faced with a light-colored textured plaster. A portion of the lower wall
connecting to the Rose Center terrace will be clad in copper, echoing the
copper rooftops and copper-clad walls of the terrace. The building will have
numerous setbacks from terrace level to the roof, to transition between the
shorter Lelrak Theater building and the taller head house at Building 1 to
the east and Building 17 to the north, where glass circulation connectors will
gently bridge the new and old buildings. However, within these basic forms
and materials, curvilinear joint lines in the textured plaster elevation and a
large cavernous window at the center of the east elevation will simultaneously
reflect the texture and energy of the primary facade.

Park

The Gilder Center expansion project will respect that the park as a public
amenity and an important feature of the landmark site. Its essential character
identified in the Landmarks Commission’s report will be preserved. The new
building will entail minimal change to the existing park around the site, by
keeping the building’s footprint back from the outline of the center entrance
building in the original Master Plan, to the facade line of the adjacent
buildings. Unlike the other entrance buildings around the site, the Gilder
Center building will not have a formally composed lawn or plaza in front

of the building, but will open directly to park paths on a naturalistic curve.
The landscape design surrounding the new building will preserve the park’s
existing character of winding paths with trees and plantings. Similarly, the
building facade will reflect its park context with undulating curves and design
features inspired by forms found in nature, and in the park specifically.
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CONCLUSION

The appropriateness of the proposed Gilder Center is rooted in the themes
discussed. The history of the Museum began with an original Master Plan,
and both the essential character and evolution of this plan is the defining
framework for the Museum'’s development. The new building will occupy

a site at the center of the Columbus Avenue west facade where a central
entrance building and architectural focal point is called for in the original and
recast Master Plans. Its construction will be a significant step in the evolution
of the west primary facade, where the existing condition is three utilitarian
buildings that do not directly contribute to the Museum’s mission or
architectural character. In addition, the new building will resolve the internal
circulation throughout the complex by completing the internal axis, called for
in the original Master Plan but disrupted by courtyard infill construction as
the complex evolved or was left unfinished.

The design of the Gilder Center will be in keeping with the Museum’s
architectural history of constructing buildings in the style of their time with
its contemporary architectural language, while simultaneously relating to the
historic context in form, scale, massing and materiality. The new building will
feature sculptural, curvilinear forms in the facade, recalling the curvilinear
towers of the 77th Street facade, the arches at the Roosevelt Memorial and
Rose Center buildings, and the organic curvilinear forms found in nature. It
will be harmonious with the naturalistic landscape of the park, incorporating
the evolution of the park as a significant character defining feature at the
unfinished portion of the Museum'’s west and north sides.
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Proposed View of Front Facade
Wlntgr, with Street Trees American Museum of Natural History 32
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Proposed West Facade: Typical Wall Section American Museum of Natural History : N .
Scale:1/4" = 1'-0" Richard Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation
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View of Building 8 West facade | View of Building 8 corner detail View of Building 8 North facade
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Proposed View of Front Facade
Winter, with Street Trees

Looking East on 79th Street
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