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Project Team

FXCollaborative Architects

Galia Solomonoff (Museum Installation Advisor)

DeSimone (Structural)

Kohler Ronan (MEP & IT)

Li/Saltzman (Preservation & Landmarks)

Langan (Civil & Geotech)

Tillotson (Lighting)

Cerami (Acoustics & AV)

VDA (Elevator)

Romano Gatland (Food Service)

Steven Winter Assoc. (LEED & Accessibility)

CCI (Code)

Horus Bronze (Special Windows)

Femenella & Assoc. (Stained Glass)

Children’s Museum of Manhattan 
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Children’s Museum of Manhattan 
Project Goals

Celebrate the Spirit of the Building - Design Evolution / Innovation, Stone Shell, Light & Use

Transform & Adapt an Insular Church into a Visible Museum Connected to the City

Create Inviting Entry & Movement Through the Museum from Street to Terrace

Design a Dialogue Between Old & New

Covert Contained Space into a Connected Experience with Daylight and Views

Ensure Efficient and Sustainable Design
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COOPER HEWITT SMITHSONIAN

JEWISH MUSEUM

MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF NY

EL MUSEO DEL BARRIO

MET BREUER
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NEW CMOM

NY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WILLARD GALLERY

FOLK ART MUSEUM

Museum Mile West Site Building Heights: NYC Open Data, The Mayor’s Office of Data Analytics
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Stone Shell

First Church of Christ, Scientist
361 Central Park West
Architectural Record, February 1904

First Church of Christ, Scientist
361 Central Park West / 12 W 96th Street
1904
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Design Evolution

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Rendering of Church Prior to Construction

First Church of Christ, Scientist
The Inland Architect and News Record, Vol. XLII, No. 3, 1903
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Stone Shell

Towering some two hundred feet above the curb, 
it forms a most striking and beautiful picture in 
glistening silvery white granite; stone so uniform 
in color and quality as at once to give one the 
impression that the whole must have been cut 
from one huge perfect block.

Charles H. Cottrell
Architectural Record, 1904
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Design Innovation

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Diagonal Section Rendering of Church (from Mary Baker Eddy library archives)
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Interior - Then & Now

First Church of Christ, Scientist
1904 by Joel W. Thorne

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2019 by FXCollaborative
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Interior Light

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2019 by FXCollaborative

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2019 by FXCollaborative

First Church of Christ, Scientist
2019 by FXCollaborative
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WORKSHOP & PERFORMANCE 
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Under the Vault
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Precedents

MACHmit! Museum for Children, Berlin, Germany
Klausblock Architekt

Restoration of the Bakery of Caserma Santa Marta into University Facilities, Verona Italy
Carmassi Studio di Architettura

MACHmit! Museum for Children, Berlin, Germany
Klausblock Architekt
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Pittsburgh Children’s Museum Rush Library, Dublin, Ireland Maison de la Litterature, Quebec City, Canada

Precedents
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GRANITE SHELL 
“One Perfect Block”
   		

LIGHT THROUGHOUT

CONNECTED MUSEUM EXPERIENCE

MECHANICAL TO NORTH

EXCAVATION FOR MECHANICAL

VIEWS IN & OUT 		

BARREL VAULT

MUSEUM OFFICES

NEW WORKSHOP & 
PERFORMANCE SPACE

MATERIAL CONTINUITY

Central Park

Transform & Adapt

Multi-Generational Performances · Multi-
Cultural Programs · Performances For All Ages 

School Group Workshops · Birthdays

Educators · Staff · Researchers 
Exhibit Developers · Graphic Designers 

Content & Curricula Developers ·  Security  
Maintenance · Interns · Volunteers

Exhibits · Family Tours · School Group Visits  
STEAM Workshops · Demonstrations

Exhibits · Family Tours · School Group Visits  
STEAM Workshops · Demonstrations

Exhibitry Shop · Mechanical Rooms  
Support Spaces · Storage 

Early Childhood Exhibits  ·  Daily Story  
Music & Movement · Cultural Programs  

Puppet Shows · Mini Performances

Lobby · Cafe · Ticketing · Stroller Check 
Exhibits ·  “Courtyard”  ·  Roving Performers  

CMOM Greeters 

Family Science · Environmental Workshops 
and Demonstrations · Storytelling 
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Existing South & East Elevations
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Proposed 1st Floor Plan
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Existing CPW Entries

3 STEPS 5 STEPS 7 STEPS

1ST FLOOR
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1ST FLOOR

LOWERED 1ST FLOOR

Existing CPW Entries
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Proposed CPW Entries
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EXISTING EXTERIOR EXISTING INTERIOR

361 CPW Main Window
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PARK & CITYMUSEUM

Connected Experience
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EXISTING PROPOSED

EXISTING PROPOSED361 CPW Main Window
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North & South Facade Arched Windows

EXISTING EXTERIOR EXISTING INTERIOR
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GUARDRAIL

Connected Experience
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HORUS  BRONZE  CORP.
175 Van Dyke Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231

Steel reinforcement dimensions still need to be checked by PE.
Vacuum glass and insulation glass specications still nee to be checked by PE.
Femenella to confirm max size of stained glass and layout.
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EXISTING PROPOSED

GUARDRAIL

GUARDRAIL

EXISTING PROPOSED

Connected Experience
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READING ROOM & HEALING ROOMS

AUDITORIUM

MECHANICAL

EXHIBITION

WORKSHOP / 
PERFORMANCE

OFFICES

MECHANICAL

Spirit of the Building - Building Use
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Historical Reading Room
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READING/
HEALING

AUDITORIUM

EXISTING

EXHIBITION

WORKSHOP/
PERFORMANCE

1 STORY ADDITION

Concept - Lifted Center
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Reinterpret the Roof

INSERT FLOORS & PROGRAM OPEN UP ROOF - CONNECT TO TERRACES & 
CENTRAL PARK

 INHABIT ROOF & PROVIDE MECHANICAL TO NORTH

WORKSHOP/
PERFORMANCE

south north

open

excavate

new

new

new

new

occupy attic

shoulder terraces

cellar level

inhabit

MECHANICAL
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Cross Section Overlay

LOWER ROOF

COMMUNITY TERRACE

6TH FLOOR

EXISTING

EXCAVATED

UPPER ROOF

BULKHEAD

NORTH
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Workshop / Performance, Loggia & Terrace

Terracotta Baguette
Mechanical Screen

Vertical Textured 
Terracotta Rainscreen

Red Clay Terracotta 
Roof Tile to Match 
Existing

Existing Patinated
Copper

MATERIAL PALETTE

Oxidized Bronze 
& Glass Facade
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Workshop / Performance & Loggia
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South Terrace
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Terrace Experience Precedent

Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, NY
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East Terrace
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6th Floor Plan
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Oxidized Bronze Coping 

Green Roof Plantings

Ludowici Roof Tile - Clay Red
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Limestone Grey Concrete 
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NYC Landmark Rooftop Additions

Domino Sugar Refinery (formerly Havemeyers & Elder Filter, Pan & Finishing 
House, later known as the American Sugar Refining Company)
292-314 Kent Avenue
Constructed: 1856, 1882
Architect: Havemeyer & Elder, Winslow and James
Designation: Sept. 25, 2007, LP-2268

Approved Addition: Docket #: LPC-20-02358, COFA-20-02358
Architect: PAU Architects 
Status: In Design

Department of Marine and Aviation Piers (formerly Municipal Ferry Piers to South Brooklyn)
 11 South Street
Constructed: 1909
Architect: Walker & Morris
Designation: May 25, 1967, LP-0547

Approved Addition
Architect: Marvel Architects
Status: In Construction

Tammany Hall
100 East 17th Street (44-48 Union Square East)
Constructed: 1929
Architect: Thompson, Holmes & Converse and Charles B. Meyers 
Designation: Oct. 29, 2013, LP-2490 

Approved Addition: Docket #163899 Approved with Modifications, 
3/10/2015 
BKSK Architects
Status: In Construction
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View 1 - CPW South of 96th Street
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View 1 - CPW South of 96th Street
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View 2 - CPW South of 96th Street
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View 2 - CPW South of 96th Street
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View 3 - Southeast Corner of CPW & 96th Street
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View 3 - Southeast Corner of CPW & 96th Street
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View 4 - From Central Park
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View 4 - From Central Park
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View 5 - CPW North of 96th Street
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View 5 - CPW North of 96th Street
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View 6 - 96th Street
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View 6 - 96th Street
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South Elevation
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HISTORIC

South Elevation
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East Elevation
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PROPOSEDEXISTING

West Elevation
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North Elevation
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HISTORIC

North Elevation
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 Mechanical Screen

VerticalTextured 
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2019.12.04 Page 2TILLOTSON DESIGN ASSOCIATES CMOM

• Lighting should encourage engagement and exploration.
• Exterior lighting should acknowledge new use of historic building.
• Lighting will respect the residential neighborhood context with minimal light spill and low glare luminares.

 New York Historical Society

FACADE LIGHTING GOALS

Facade Lighting Goals
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East Elevation
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES

glow from interior 
to highlight lantern 

behind reconstructed 
lattice

low level soft light on 
terrace

glow from interior to 
accentuate historic 

round windows

light from interior 
promoting new activity 

within

SOUTH ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION

soft light at entries to 
welcome visitors

subtle light from interior 
showcasing activity of 

community center
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES
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NORTH ELEVATION WEST ELEVATION

glow from interior 
to highlight lantern 

behind reconstructed 
lattice

low level soft light on 
terrace

glow from interior to 
accentuate historic 

round windows

light from interior 
promoting new activity 

within

subtle light from interior 
showcasing activity of 

community center
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ ENTRIES

EXISTING CONDITION PROPOSED CONDITION

remove existing j-box and conduit

remove existing fixtures

no fixtures to be installed in existing 
stone

glow from interior architectural lighting

MICRO DOWNLIGHT

small fixture to be integrated into new 
door frame
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Garage Door

2019.12.04 Page 6TILLOTSON DESIGN ASSOCIATES CMOM

FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ GARAGE

SMALL ADJUSTABLE FLOODLIGHT

small adjustable fixtures to be mounted 
on vertical surface to floodlight garage 
area without creating scallops on the 
door

replace with new fixture
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2019.12.04 Page 7TILLOTSON DESIGN ASSOCIATES CMOM

FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ VIEWS TO NEW COMMUNITY ADDITION
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VIEW 3 - CPW

VIEW 1 FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST (SOUTH) VIEW 2 FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST (SOUTH)

ALL ARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING WILL BE PART OF THE BUILDING SYSTEM WHICH WILL BE ON A TIMECLOCK AND TURNED OFF AT 11PM. LIGHTING WILL ONLY BE ON DURING OPERATIONAL 
HOURS WITH POTENTIAL EXTENDED HOURS DURING THE SUMMER AND FALL FOR EVENTS.

existing street 
light locations

existing street 
light locations

existing street 
light locations

VIEW 3 FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST (SOUTH)
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ VIEWS TO NEW COMMUNITY ADDITION
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Cross Section Overlay

EXISTING

EXCAVATED

SIGHT LINE 1  

SIGHT LINE 2 

Loggia and Terrace Lighting; 
All lighting to face inwards so 
no visible fixtures can be seen 
from the exterior
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Workshop / Performance & Loggia
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South Terrace
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ LOGGIA

SMALL LED RAIL LIGHT FOR 
SUFFICIENT LIGHTING FOR PUBLIC 
ASSEMBLY (MIN 5FC )

INDIRECT DIRECT LINEAR LIGHT 
AT SKYLIGHT

(1.5” DIAMETER)

LED DOWNLIGHT INTEGRATED 
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FACADE LIGHTING STRATEGIES _ COMMUNITY TERRACE
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Section Through Terrace

Terracotta Ash Wood Doors

LOWER ROOF

ELEVATION

SMALL LED RAIL LIGHT FOR SUFFICIENT 
LIGHTING FOR PUBLIC ASSEMBLY (MIN 5FC )

(1.5” DIAMETER) (0.4” DIAMETER)

MICRO DOWNLIGHT FOR SUFFICIENT LIGHTING 
FOR PUBLIC ASSEMBLY (MIN 5FC )

LUMINOUS FIXTURES FOR 
CREATING GENERAL GLOW 
FROM WITHIN
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Historic & Proposed Signage



Job Number 18008.L00   |   ©2019 FXCollaborative Architects LLP | All Rights Reserved  Page 78

EXISTING PROPOSED

Site Plan

CENTR
AL 

PA
RK W

EST

96TH STREET

06 Dec 2019  |  CB7 Presentation  
Children’s Museum of Manhattan 

View 3 - Historic & Proposed Signage


