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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST, OF EY YORY OITY 1 ifest GFth Htrest,
i

Borcugh of Manhattan. Duilt 1800 1003 architects Carrs stines

Landmarl Site. BHorough of Manhatian Tes Man Mlech 1832, Lot 20

On September 25, 1973. the Landmzrks Preservetion Commission held a rahlie
hearing on the rroposed degsignation as a Landmar): of fhe First Church of Christ,
Selentist  of Fev York City and the rrancssd desisnation of the related Landwark
Site (Item Mo, 15). “he heariny was contimied until “overher 27, 1973 (Ttem ¥e,
£). One witness spoke in faver of desisnation. The hearin- wvas apaln continued
until Viareh 2h; 107L [Tem i, "3 g s thascds s abe in favor of Jdesisnation
at that time. Thess hearinms vere duly advertissd in mccordznce vith the mravi
sions of law. Scmes memhers cof this Ciuren have indiested thet thev Faver the
desigsnstion of their buildine. The Toard of Trustess hasz irformed thae Comrission
that st the Church's rarbershin meeting on tfay 19, 1974, a majority of thoss
present voted agsinst the nrovosed desienation

in 31399 1997 st the portinrest
desisngd hy the noted erchitee-
tural firm of Carrére & Hastines snd is in the finest traditior af Hesux Arts
classicism. Althouch the fivem fdesimmed fev churches, the Christinn Seience
tuilding is verv much in keering vwith its desicns for other pal:lic huildines,

The First Church of Christ . clentizt, huilt in
corner of Central Park i'zst and 58th Street, uas

The Christisn Science qohi =ty in Mew York ity held its first rerilar Fun

day service on Movenber 27, 1997 in 1887, the facie fv Fas incornorsted ss tha
“Church of Christ, ,ciﬁrtls*” under the iniaistre ﬁf fususta T, Dtetzon, In

1324 the nane was chanzed to the "Pirst Chureh o F“P'st Toientist Terr Yorl
City". The congresation had chosen to mest in 19719 and rencvated chureh bpila-

inms unt 1 they had the finanecial means to Puild a structure suitaSls to their

needs and approrriate to the Christian Helence d1dezls. YThe building is a mater .
1zl representation of that which the cimrel that hu*lt it stands for in the realr
of ifdeals...it shadous Terth to = degrea the thoueht vhieh created it ™
Omen R. Washburn in the frehitectural Weca*ﬂ in Fehruarw 190k,
ings were commissioned +o ﬂrglﬂn 1 lr*lﬂlﬂ* Tith an anditorium

WO

2. 000 peonle. Tha cornerstons was laic on Hovember 33, 1820, Cigthine wvas
gnarad in the ersction of +he building: the hluurth ke rrestisrious, the
best design was sourht . and the fimoet Wﬂ+er197~ iite Coneorsd ¢v1r‘t%-

usad. ALl funds rere raised befora conssriletion, and the huild: s conrlatad
Tree af debt.

John D. Carr;re and Thomas Vastincs | the architacts
exnonents of the Reoux fris strle in the Tnited Otates Lt
ied at the Feo cole des Besux Arts in Paris. Ty tPe burn of fhe century, thev veaps
congsiderad to he one af the eountry s lesdine architectural firies, flte ey

i
York Public Likrary on Fiftlh Avenis ans =any fine torrm houses i var Yorl Citw
nest sxenrlify their ort,

This chureh is strikire in arnearence aad 98 indicative of Lhe

ot
desizn achievad b the hest architects yoriring dn i1

n o the Peaux Arts
though they ussd classical elsevwents they had lsarned to emancirate their desirns

from rigid restristions,

The desirn of thes pressnt structure rust have crented & snscia
Chriztian Seiznce 'ras a wouns relision and tlhe srehitectural a! 1
Bedence churches varisd greatly.  Tany felt that the heat rrotolty e as the



Congresational trrs of chureh, and the conteroram T CEEEME
gomery Iehuvler considared tra Pirst Churek of Ohri: Selentizt fo e A Ve
in

o 3 I a
Eunstantial meesting houvsa,

The chureh edifice, witk jte broad wall surfaces and recesses

tad by its striking entrance tover tvith fonr elided lanters and

d polyronal spire, The entrange iz flanied v fluted and o

artins a redinent. TFiszipr alove Ll entrancs iz a desvly ra

ined glass window erovmad - an elaberats cartonche and flaplad Ty larese Tonipe
eolumng . Taeh side of the lzrtern contains a round avched onening Tlanled Lo
Tonie columms 2nd eromed v a rediment. A stone urn is nlaced at each cornsr
of the lantern,

The central section of the building . set bael: from the torrer  serves Lo
functions. It not only centains the auditorium, hut it #lso hzs twvo flosrs for

offices and classroors shave the enditorium--sisnalized Yr 2rall sindows on the
exterior. Lov pavilicon 1like sections flank tha centrsl towver and the mein sec.
“ion on Central Park West; these contain secondarv entrancas on the Central Fark
Hezt fopade, while the sides have tell round arched staired plass srindows. Con
tinucus dentilled cornices erown these szctions | whille the central tlock 1s sur.
mounted hy a more massive medillicnad corrics whieh continues araund the tover,
fdding furthsr emphasis to the fromt of the huilding &t stres=t level and unireipns
the corner pavilicns with the central ssction is a low base or rusticated herézn;
tzl banding.

The decoration and architsctural details of the
careful attention as the exterior by the artist Charlses i, Cotfrell. Johp La
Targe, the noted artist, desipned the large stsinsd 7lass windaw above the
entrancs door, depicting Jeaus and Yary in the farden after the Resurrect fon
which adds & striking note to the east Cront.

interior were given the szarme

T T

FINGINGS AMD EESIGﬂhTIﬁﬂé

On the basis of a careful consideration of the bistory, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservaticon Commission finds
that the First Church of Christ, Scientist of lew York City has a special
character, spocial bistorical and aesthetic interest and valus as part of the
development, heritage and cultural characteristics of Hew York City.

The Commission further finds, that among its irportant qualities, the First
Church of Christ, Scientist of Mew York City is an outstandipg exanple of
Beaux-Arts classical design by the noted firm of Carrgre § Hastings, that the
bullding is distinguished by an unusual entrance facade, that it was the first
church erected hy this congresation and continues to sorve irs nacds, and that
1ts many fine architectural details aive the building great distinction.

&3 of the Chartar of

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chaptew
ve Code of the City o

L
the City of Mew York ang Chapter 2-A of the Administrati
Mew York, the Landmavks Prescrvation Commission desienates as a Landumark the -
First Church of Christ, Scientizt of Hew York Civy, 1 WYest 56th Strect, Foroush
of Maphattan and desipnates Tax Map Black 1832, Lot 29, Borocugh of Harthattan,
25 its Landmark Sits,
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