Landmarks Preszervetion Commission
Mareh 1h, 1972, Wunber 1
LP-02685

THE ANESONIA HOTEL, 2101-2119 Brosdway, Borough of Mznhettsn. Begun 1830,
completed 190L; srchitect Faul F. W, CuBoy .

Landmark Site: BRorough of Manhatisn Tax Map Block 1165, Lot 2.

On April 28, 1370, the Landmerks Preservotion Commission held = publiz hearing
on the propesed designation az a Landmark of the Anzonis Hotel and the proposed
designation of the related Tandmark 2its [Toem Wo. 13). The hearing had been duly
advertised in accordance with the sroviziors of law, Two witnesses spoke in favor
of designation. The gwner opposed. i1,  Subsequent to the hearing the Commission
has received 53 letters from individusls snd organizations snd petitions signed
by approwimately 25.770 rersons Tavering designation. T4 has 2lso receivad =
petition signed oy 11 persons oprosing dezirnetion,

DESCRITPTION AND ANALYSIS

Thiz apsrtment-hotel in the grand French Beesux Arts stvls cooupies the entire
blockfront on the west side of Broadwvey beiween Tird and Tith Streets. Tt rises
on its conspicuous site to g height of seventeen storiss. 3uilt at the turn af
the century, with over thrae hundred suites, it was at that time one of the
largest apartment<hoiels in the world., The Ansonis s a symwbol of an era of
opilence and elegance, and still stands &3 one of the truly grand byuildings of
Manhat4en's West Side,

The most striking features of this vast structure sre the corner tewvers on
Broadway, with their domes apd railings, which risze slightly ebove and repest the
theme of the throe story convex mansord roof that croims the building. Ancther
noticeable feature, the result of a tlsn which provides waximum Iight and air,
is a zeries of recessed courta: two oo the north side, two on the south side and
otie on Broadway.

The three great Tacades, although higher than they would have hesn in Pariz,
are very Franch in their detail. The sence of verticality esisblished hy the
tiers of windews and by the receszzed courts and rounded corner towers iz skil-
fully modulated by & series of horizontal beleonies. These at the top and Just
sbove the three story rusticated base sre continueuns and gre constructed of
limestone. Iron belconies 2t the initermediate floors though not all continuous
are nonetheless carefully reiated to those ahove and below them, The architect
has contrasted highly ornamented and delicate ironwork sgsinst terra cotie and
massive limestonse details, and hes contrasted quning end rustication against
smooth paneled surfaces of brickwork.

The Anszonia Yotel was built by William Farl Dodge Stokes, a noted capitalist
and huiléder who wes one of the leading developers of Riverside Drive and the
Uoper West Zide. It wss designed, in accordance with his specific inztructions,
by Peul Dulloy, a French architect. Tt waz bnilt by the Onward Construction
Company which was owned by Stokes znd Tor which he served a% treasurer. His
personal fortune had been icherited from his father, James Siskes, & partner in
Fhelps, Dodge & Cn.

The neme Ansonia wes derived from fnsonis, Connecticut, where Stokes spent
mamy summers and the town, in turn, had bteen nemed for Anson Greene Fhalps, his
maternal grandfsther, whe Founded the fnzonia Braszs & Copper Company.

Mr. Stokes had many idess in advance of his day that were carrisd out in the
construction of the Ansonia which he superintended in person. His esrly advaoacy
of fireprocfing accounts for the all-maszonry construction and the thickness of
the interior partiticnz. In crder to insure its high gualisy, he had the terr
cotta ornement made at a plant he =ovmed as Perth Amboy, Wew Jersey, under the
supervision of a manager brought over from Frence. The elevetors were likewice
inztelled oy & firm he owned in Worcester, Massachusetts. Tn additian teo 2ix
Pa3senger elevators there Were also large servire elevators for deliveries to the
apartment kitehens. When the hotel cpened, it had attractions unheard of at the
time, such as two swimbdme pools, a roof gerden, and shong in the hesemont.



fdence Tor musiciang. It

The Ansonia Hetel {s known the world over as a res
has alwoys stiracted notshles from the music world fus o the virtuslily soundprocf
construction o1 its walls and flaors, Among these who have lived there sre Leopald
fuer, Harin Zranzell, Torice Caruso, Gatii Casarzza. Bruna Czstagna, Feodor
Chaliapin, Fansts Clevs, Alessis De Paslis, Mischa Elnsn. Ceraldioe Farrar, Herhert
Janssen, Lauritsz Melchior, Yehudi Menuhin, Erio Finza, Lily Poms. Tito Schips
Friedrich Schorr, Antornie Seetti, TYgor Stravinsky, snd Srturc Tosganini. Theat-

rical notabhles whe have lived in the Anseopnia inolude: Billie Burke, Mlorenzg
Ziegfeld, Te Yolf Hepper, and S0l Hurck as well as the =uthors, Thaodore Lraiser,
FAE]

Bilmer Rice and W. L. Stoddaerd.

W oot

T CONDITION
) In the face of the owner's cpposition to designation snd of the unusuallwy
widespread public suprort for designation, the landmarks Pressrvation Comnissicn
has also considersd tho present condition of the building and whether it ANDEETS
to have = vighle Tuture.

As Tar as the exterior is concerned, we note that the cupolas thet cnce
owaned the corner towers have long since been removed, zeme of the baleonies and

]
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railings are damagad or misging, the ground floor crohways have beesn converted tao
zhop fronts or blocked up, and that inappropriately  designed commercial signs
B e

detract from the original street level azmearanze, hut that none of these changes
have irreversibly afected the exsential Tahric of the structurse =nd that its
overall effect is 5till one of Jorous exuberance profiled against the sky.

While the Commissicn has no Jurisdietion over the intericrs of Lendmarks,
we have checked with the zgency responsible for the inspection of buildings
insofar =5 their maintenance, mechenical equipment, use and aoccupaney elfect the
safety and senitary conditions of the ccoupants.  As of Marech 13, 1972, the
secords of the Department of 2uildings list 278 outstanding viclations on 21059-
2119 Broadwey, Bovough of Manhattan. A careful resding of the list, however,
reveals that it consisks a2lmoss entlrely of an inventory of leaky feucets . faulty
radiators, flsking peint, lockers that shstruct a passagevay ., the objsctionable
intrusion of an air-conditioning unit, ete., ete.,  The only more substantis]
items we could fing were the use aof two rooms on the 1bth £loor as mecting rooms,
the parking of automobiles in ome of the courtyerds and the ersction of an olec-
tric sign without & prior wermit. The correction of the aum total of theze items
doges not, in our view, AppeAr Lo present sn unreasonashle financial hurden on the
cwneT .,

Az ta the future wiability of the Anscnia Hotel, the Commission has been
given written assursnce oy the owner that it has no fntention to gzll or demolish
the hotel, Sti11 living in the Ansenia are such srtists as Bidu SBayac and Thelma
Votizks., The building still houses the teachers and accompenists of such per—
formers as Lucis Albenese, Frenco Corelli, Alexander Eipnis, Roberta Peters, Jan
Feerce, Elizebeth Schwartzkon, Joan Sutherliand, Renata Tebaldi and Richard Tucker.

The Ansonis iz, in feet, one al =he few buildings in Wew York City where
musicians csn practice or give leszons without disturbing their neighbors. Since
Lincoln Center for the FPerforning Aris iz only five blecks away, thers iz g pnew
znd inherent opportunity o incresse the economic potential of the old building
end to assure for it a long and useful 1ife ag an adjunet to one of the City's
greatest culiural rezcurces.

FIXDINGE AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful conziders ion of The history, the architeciurs and
other features of the building, the Landmarke Preservation Commizgion finds that
the frsonis Hotel has m specisl character, special historiesi end assthetic in-
terest and value as part of the develapment, heritage and eultural characteristics
af Hew York City.
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The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the Ansania
Hotel has long been world renowned as a center of musical activity, that this
tradition is enhanced by its truly splendid French Beaux Arts exterior ¥hich has
& Joyous quality befitting its musicsl essocistions, that it was s0lidly built hy
a noted builder with virtually soundproof partitions as one of the largest epart-
ment hotels in the world, that the appropriate zrd ornamental use of itg varicus
materials has resulted in s building of architectural distinction and that it
continues to provide a vital servica to the music world of New York City today,

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of New York and Chapter B-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, the Landmarks Freservation Commission designates as a Landmark the Ansonis
Eotel, 2101-2119 Broadway, Borough of Manhattan, and designates Tax Map Bloclk

1165, Let 20. Borough of Manhattan, as its Landmerk Site.
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