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1.   PROJEC T GOA L S
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The New-York Historical Society was founded in 1804 as the city’s first cultural institution. 3

OUR HISTORY

The New-York Historical Society was founded in 1804 as the city’s first cultural institution. 3

OUR HISTORY
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FOUNDING MISSION OF THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY (1804):

“to collect and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, 
civil or ecclesiastical History of the United States in general 

and of this State in particular.” 
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OUR MISSION HAS BROADENED TO EMPHASIZE OUTREACH TO THE PUBLIC:

The New-York Historical Society collects, preserves, and 
interprets, for the broadest possible public, material 
relevant to the history of the United States in general and 
of New York State and City in particular.
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STOPGAP MEASURE

New-York Historical now welcomes a public that has 
increased in size from a few thousand each year to nearly 
half a million, including 200,000 New York City public 
school students and teachers, who count on us for history, 
literacy, and English language acquisition education. 
By 2016, we’d exhausted the frontiers of our Central Park 
West building. 
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Recognizing our responsibility for safeguarding an irreplaceable and priceless collection, 
we began moving our collections offsite, emptying completely the Old Stacks. By 
summer 2021, we will have moved our New Stacks collection offsite as well.

Offsite storage of 100% of our library collection is not a long-term solution.
• Offsite storage is expensive—when the collections’ move is complete, we will be 

spending $1.5 million annually on storage.
• Having 100% of our collection stored offsite goes against the very grain of our 

identity as one of the nation’s great libraries. With all of our collections offsite, we 
cannot responsibly or adequately serve the needs of thousands of researchers and 
members of the general public who rely on our library resources.

A library such as New-York Historical’s requires state-of-the-art underground compact 
storage.
We have a plan to construct compact storage for our library materials in the foundation 
of the new building we propose.

URGENT AND PRESSING FACILITY NEEDS
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We are resolved to meet our obligations as New 
York’s great destination for American history in the 
very best ways we can, with physical spaces that 
safeguard our treasured collections—both venerable 
and new—and welcome the broadest possible 
public to engage with and learn from them.

The new building for which we seek approval will 
improve our ability to carry out the mandate that 
was set for us 216 years ago, allowing us to 
continue to thrive as New York’s great destination 
for American history in all of its diversity.

THE FUTURE
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2.  HISTOR IC A L OV ERV IEW

©
 2

02
1 

RO
BE

RT
 A

.M
. S

T
ER

N
 A

RC
H

IT
EC

T
S,

 L
LP

LPC APPLICATION

MAY 10, 2021
NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY RENOVATION AND EXPANSION
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

LPC-10

ROBERT A.M. STERN ARCHITECTS



6.

0 800’ 1,600’

N

MANY HOMES OVER MORE THAN TWO CENTURIES

1862
PROPOSED RENOVATION OF STATE 
ARSENAL FOR N-YHS. RENDERING, 
RICHARD MORRIS HUNT, 1865

A.

1804 - 1809
FEDERAL HALL, 
WALL AND NASSAU STREETS 

1.

PLAN OF NEW YORK CITY, FROM THE BATTERY TO SPUYTEN DUYVIL CREEK. (PUBLISHED BY MATTHEW DRIPPS, 1867). NYPL.

7.

1.2.

1809 - 1815
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, BOWLING 
GREEN. 

2.

1816 - 1832
NEW YORK INSTITUTION, CITY 
HALL PARK. 

3.

3.,4.

1832 - 1837
REMSEN BUILDING, 
271 BROADWAY AT CHAMBERS

4.

1841 - 1857
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, 
WASHINGTON SQUARE

6.

5.

A. B.

8.

1866
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CENTRAL 
PARK URGED N-YHS TO MOVE UPTOWN

B.

1837 - 1841
STUYVESANT INSTITUTE, 
695 BROADWAY

5.

1857
N-YHS AT 2ND AVENUE AND E11TH ST., 
METTAM & BURKE.1857 

7.

1908 - present
170 CENTRAL PARK WEST
CENTRAL SECTION, YORK & SAWYER 1908. 
ADDITION, WALKER AND GILLETTE 1939. 

8.
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1891: N-YHS ACQUIRES TEN CITY LOTS

N

0 100’ 150’50’

VIEW NORTH TOWARDS MANHATTAN SQUARE, 1887.

ATLAS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, MANHATTAN 

ISLAND (G.W. BROMLEY & CO. 1891). NYPL.
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1902-1908: N-YHS BUILDS ITS NEW HOME

N-YHS PROPOSED (YORK & SAWYER, 1903). 

N-YHS CONSTRUCTED (YORK & SAWYER, 1908). 
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N

1920s: N-YHS ACQUIRES PROPERTIES TO THE WEST

0 100’ 150’50’

LANDBOOK OF THE BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN, 

(G.W. BROMLEY & CO. 1930). NYPL.

5 WEST 76TH STREET, 1936.
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1937: CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON WALKER & GILLETTE’S ADDITION
N

0 16’ 32’

1937

PROPOSED 2ND FLOOR (WALKER & GILLETTE, 1937).

PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR (WALKER & GILLETTE, 1937).

1908

1937

1908
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1937: 4 TOWNHOUSES ARE ACQUIRED

7, 9, 11 AND 13 WEST 76th STREET, 1938. N-YHS.
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1938: TOWNHOUSES ARE DEMOLISHED
1939: ADDITION IS COMPLETED
1939: WALL AND GATE ARE COMPLETED

ADDITION UNDER CONSTRUCTION, 1938. N-YHS.

DRAWINGS FOR WALL AND GATE, (WALKER & GILLETTE, 1938). 

N-YHS
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1945: UNREALIZED PROPOSAL FOR EDUCATION BUILDING 

N

0 12’ 24’

PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR (PHILIP YOUTZ, 1945)

PROPOSED 76TH STREET ELEVATION (PHILIP YOUTZ, 1945)
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1966: LANDMARK DESIGNATION
N

0 50’ 100’ 150’

BUILDING DESIGNATION 1966

76TH STREET LANDMARK DISTRICT 1973

CENTRAL PARK WEST LANDMARK DISTRICT 1990

CENTRAL PARK WEST

W
 77T

H
 ST

W
 75T

H
 ST

N-YHS

COLUMBUS AVENUE

W
 76T

H
 ST
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1983 1983: UNREALIZED PROPOSAL FOR RESIDENTIAL TOWER 
HARDY HOLZMAN PFEIFFER ASSOCIATES

MODEL, PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL TOWER, (HARDY 
HOLZMAN PFEIFFER ASSOCIATES, 1983). 
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1998 - 2005: RENOVATIONS
BEYER BLINDER BELLE

• 1998-20 
renovation of 4th floor as 
henry luce iii center for study 
of american culture

• 2002-4 
installation of it and 
telecommunications 
infrastructure, renovation 
of administrative spaces, 
library and galleries, 
improved education facilities, 
conservation labs and 
construction of new store

• 2005 
study for renovation of 
building systems, elevators, 
hvac upgrades
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2006: UNREALIZED PROPOSAL FOR RESIDENTIAL TOWER & MUSEUM ADDITION
MASSING BY PLATT BYARD DOVELL WHITE, RENDERING BY RICHARD MEIER AND PARTNERS

RENDERING, PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL TOWER AND MUSEUM 
ADDITION. (RICHARD MEIER AND PARTNERS, 2006).BASED ON A STUDY BY PLATT BYARD DOVELL WHITE, 2006
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2007: FACADE AND INTERIOR RENOVATIONS
PLATT BYARD DOVELL WHITE

MODIFIED NORTH FACADE (PLATT BYARD DOVELL WHITE, 2011).

MODIFIED LOBBY ENTRANCE 

(PLATT BYARD DOVELL WHITE, 2011).
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CONTINUITY & CHANGE

YORK & SAWYER, 1902-08

VIEW FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST

YORK & SAWYER, 1902-08

VIEW FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST

WALKER & GILLETTE, 1937-38

VIEW FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST AND W. 77TH
PROPOSED ADDITION

VIEW FROM W.  76TH STREET

1966 LPC DESIGNATION
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3.   PROPOSED A DDIT ION
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MUSEUM ADDITION & RENOVATIONS PROPOSED

CENTRAL PARK W
EST

INTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

W
 76TH STREET

W 77TH STREET

RECONSTRUCTION
OF EXISTING STACK
TOWER
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AS-OF-RIGHT ZONING

W
 76TH STREET

CENTRAL PARK W
EST

W 77TH STREET

65’-0” MAX. BASE HEIGHT

55’-0” MIN. BASE HEIGHT

75’-0” MAX. HEIGHT
~117’ TOWER PARAPET

+12’ STAIR BULKHEAD

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

ZR 23-662 | R8B

ZR 54-41 
EXISTING 
NON-COMPLIANT MAY
BE RECONSTRUCTED

RECONSTRUCTION
OF EXISTING STACK
TOWER
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GALLERY

GALLERY

COLLECTION
STORAGE

CLASS
ROOM

MECH.

SCULPTURE 
GARDEN

UPPER TERRACE

COLLECTION STORAGE

0 8’ 16’ 32’

SCALE: 1" = 32'

GALLERY

SCULPTURE GARDEN

LOADING

GALLERY

SOUTH GALLERY

ROBERT H. SMITH
AUDITORIUM

ROTUNDA

STORE CAFE RESTAURANT

ENTRY

MAIN HALL

EAST 
HALL

SECURITY

KEY PLAN

NORTH - SOUTH SECTION LOOKING WEST
AS-OF-RIGHT ZONING

76 TH STREET

ZR 23-662 | R8B

75’-0” MAX. HEIGHT

65’-0” MAX. BASE HEIGHT

55’-0” MIN. BASE HEIGHT

0’-0” 76TH STREET

ZR 23-662(C)

15’-0” 
STREETWALL

SETBACK

ZR 24-36

30’-0” 
REAR YARD

SETBACK

ZR 24-32
REAR YARD CONSTRUCTION SHALL NOT 
EXCEED CURB LEVEL

0’-0” REAR YARD CONSTRUCTION
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EXISTING MUSEUM AND LIBRARYADDITION

CLASSROOMS

GALLERY

COLLECTION 
STORAGE

GALLERY
GALLERY

GALLERY

OFFICES

LOBBY

CENTRAL PARK WEST

CLASSROOMS

GALLERY

COLLECTION 
STORAGE

GALLERY

MECH.

MEETING ROOMS

CONSERVATION

OFFICES

0 8’ 16’ 32’

SCALE: 1" = 32'

GALLERY

SCULPTURE GARDEN

LOADING

GALLERY

SOUTH GALLERY

ROBERT H. SMITH
AUDITORIUM

ROTUNDA

STORE CAFE RESTAURANT

ENTRY

MAIN HALL

EAST 
HALL

SECURITY

KEY PLAN

EAST - WEST SECTION LOOKING NORTH
NEW FLOORS ALIGN WITH EXISTING FLOORS
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EXISTING MUSEUM AND LIBRARYADDITION

CLASSROOMS

GALLERY

COLLECTION 
STORAGE

GALLERY
GALLERY

GALLERY

OFFICES

LOBBY

CENTRAL PARK WEST

CLASSROOMS

GALLERY

COLLECTION 
STORAGE

GALLERY

MECH.

MEETING ROOMS

CONSERVATION

OFFICES

0 8’ 16’ 32’

SCALE: 1" = 32'

GALLERY

SCULPTURE GARDEN

LOADING

GALLERY

SOUTH GALLERY

ROBERT H. SMITH
AUDITORIUM

ROTUNDA

STORE CAFE RESTAURANT

ENTRY

MAIN HALL

EAST 
HALL

SECURITY

KEY PLAN

DIRECT CONNECTION BETWEEN ADDITION & LOBBY
EAST - WEST SECTION LOOKING NORTH
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MECHANICAL

ELEV. LOBBY

MECH.

CHILLER

COLLECTION STORAGE

DIMENNA
CHILDREN'S

HISTORY 
MUSEUM

CLASS-
ROOMS

MECH
COLLECTION 

STORAGE
FOOD 
PREP

MECH

SHOP

MECH
STOR.

LOCKER

MAINT.

N

0 8’ 16’ 32’

SCALE: 1" = 32'

LEGEND:

EXISTING BUILDING

NEW CONSTRUCTION

INTERIOR RENOVATION

KEY SECTION

LOWER LEVEL
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VIEW ALONG WEST 76TH STREET LOOKING NORTHEAST - PHASE 1
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LPC BUILDING DESIGNATION 1966
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LPC APPROVAL TO REPAIR SERVICE YARD WALL, 1990
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PROPOSED ADDITION
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2.   PROPOSED A DDIT ION :  DETA IL S
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650+ HISTORICAL DRAWINGS AVAILABLE FOR FACADE DEVELOPMENT
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FACADE ELEMENTS - PILASTERS
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED MATERIALS

COPPER ACROTERIA 

DEER ISLE GRANITE FAÇADE 
(HONED FINISH) 

PAINTED IRON GRILLES

CLEAR GLASS 

BRONZE WINDOWS AND DOORS

BRICK AT STACK TOWER

EXISTING EAST FACADE ALONG CENTRAL PARK WEST
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