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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
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LOCATION MAP & PROJECT AREA |
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PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS |

• Reflect the goals of the Plan for Play initiative to:

 Improve relationship between the playgrounds and the Park.

 Enhance the quality and variety of play experiences. 

 Maximize user accessibility.

 Ensure compliance with current safety standards

 Preserve unique and successful aspects of existing designs.

 Practice sustainable design and construction.

 Design innovative solutions.

• Acknowledge the prominence of this playground within the Seneca Village site and 
reenvision the playground as a play and family gathering space connected to the 
surrounding landscape.

• Enhance the distinctive topography and site features of the surrounding landscape.

• Create an accessible route from the west side and to W84th St Playground.

PLAYGROUND RESTORATION GOALS

www.planforplay.org
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EXISTING WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND |
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CENTRAL LAWN, ROCK OUTCROPS, SUMMIT ROCK, EASTERN EDGE OF SENECA VILLAGE |
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ARCHAEOLOGY INVESTIGATION |
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SENECA VILLAGE INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PROJECT |
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2023 SENECA VILLAGE COMMUNITY CONVERSATION |
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1864 ANNUAL REPORT |
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1936 PLAYGROUND |
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1991 CENTRAL PARK CONSERVANCY RESTORATION PLAN |
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1993 PLAYGROUND |



WEST 85TH STREET PLAYGROUND 
JANUARY 9, 2024 | 14

AERIAL VIEW - EXISTING CONDITIONS |
NORTH
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SITE - EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN |

86th Street Transverse

West 85th Street
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |Kinderberg / Chess and Checkers House
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INACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND  |
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PLAYGROUND ENTRANCE |
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PLAYGROUND - EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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ELEVATED VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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VIEW OF EXISTING PLAYGROUND FROM EAST |
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VIEW INSIDE EXISTING PLAYGROUND |
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FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM - PROGRAM |
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LANDSCAPE PLAY, PINETUM, TOLL FAMILY & DIANA ROSS PLAYGROUND|

Kinderberg / Chess and Checkers House
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FRAMEWORK DIAGRAM - FOUNDATION |
0’ 20’ 40’10’ NORTH

Playground
Picnic area
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SITE - PROPOSED PLAN WITH EXISTING FOOTPRINT |

EXISTING AND PROPOSED OVERLAY

West 85th Street Entrance
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Existing Playground Footprint

Existing Path Footprint

Playground
Existing Playground Footprint:  26,196 SF
Proposed Playground Footprint: 24,455 SF
6.6% decrease

Proposed Picnic Area: 6,336 SF
Proposed PG Footprint + Picnic Area: 30,791 SF
17.5% increase

Paths
Existing Paths: 12,637 SF
Proposed Paths: 13,256 SF
4.9% increase

Total
Existing Playground + Existing Paths: 38,833 SF
Proposed Playground + Proposed Paths: 37,711 SF 
2.9% decrease

Proposed Playground + Picnic Area+ Proposed Paths: 44,047 SF 
13.4% increase

* Picnic area ground plane material is bonded wood carpet which is a 
pervious material

86th Street Transverse
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |
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WESTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’

West 85th Street Entrance West 85th Street Entrance

Benches and companion 
seating on accesible route

Extents of regrading
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PLAYGROUND - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’

Reconfigured playground 
entry and benches

Proposed playground 
footprint reintroduces 

mature trees into 
landscape 

Proposed playground 
footprint 
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EASTERN PATH - EXISTING AND PROPOSED PLANS |

EXISTING PROPOSED

NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’
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SITE - PROPOSED PLAN |
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SECTION A-A’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Proposed Boulders Retain 
Slope Adjacent to Outcrop

Existing Grade

Painted Steel Handrail
Asphalt Path

Granite Block Curb
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SECTION B-B’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM CENTRAL PARK WEST |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Existing Grade
Asphalt PathGranite Block Curb
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SECTION C- C’: ACCESSIBLE ROUTE FROM TOLL FAMILY PLAYGROUND |
SCALE 3/8” = 1’-0”

0 2’ 4’ 8’

Existing Grade

Painted Steel Handrail Asphalt Path Granite Block Curb
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ACCESSIBLE PATH WITH HANDRAIL AT W 86TH |
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PLAYGROUND - PROPOSED PLAN |
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PLAYGROUND - SECTION D-D’ ELEVATIONS |

7’ Height Playground 
Steel Fence

Bridge Structure (removed)  
with Sand Play

Play Structure Playground 
Entrance

Lower Playground 
Fence to 4’ Height

Water 
Feature

Strap 
Swings

Ground Play 
Structure

Relocated Playground 
Entrance

Trees Currently in Playground 
Become Part of Park Landscape 

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION

SCALE 1/16” = 1’-0”

0 4’ 16’ 32’
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PLAYGROUND - SECTION E-E’ ELEVATIONS |
NORTHSCALE 1” = 20’-0”

EXISTING SECTION ELEVATION

PROPOSED SECTION ELEVATION
0 10’ 20’ 40’
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MATERIALS PALETTE - BENCHES AND PICNIC TABLE|

          Central Park Settee Bench

Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

          Wood and Concrete Bench

Place with Added Space for Companion Seat

          Custom Stone Bench

Picnic Table Key Plan          Custom Wood Bench 
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MATERIALS PALETTE - PATH  AND RAMPS |

Key Plan

Asphalt Paving with Sloping Granite Block Curb           Accessible Path - Rectangular Asphalt Block Paver 
Landings and Child Handrail (Round Steel, Painted Black 
Finish)
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MATERIALS PALETTE - FENCES |

Key Plan

Playground Gate            4’ Steel Picket Fence Around Playground on 8” 
Concrete Curb (Safari Playground)

4’ Wire Mesh Fence at Picnic Area
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MATERIALS PALETTE - PLAYGROUND SURFACING |

Key PlanExposed Aggregate Concrete and Flush Concrete Border

Safety Surface - Gray

Bonded Wood Carpet

AsphaltGranite Threshold
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SITE - PROPOSED PLAN |
NORTH0’ 20’ 40’10’

86th Street Transverse

West 85th Street Entrance
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PAGE DESCRIPTION |

APPENDIX
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FOOTPRINT CHANGES MATRIX|

West 93rd Street Playground (Wild West) - 2015 East 110th Street Playground - 2013 East 79th Street Playground - 2014

Previous Footprint

Revised Footprint
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PLAY STRUCTURE AND CLIMBERS |
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 EAST 96TH STREET PLAYGROUND - PLAY STRUCTURE AND CLIMBERS |
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BOULDERS AND WATER PLAY |
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STRAP SWINGS AND TIRE SWINGS |
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THE RAMBLE & HALLETT NATURE SACTUARY, BONDED WOOD CARPET - WOODLANDS |
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BILLY JOHNSON PLAYGROUND & EAST 96TH STREET PLAYGROUND, BONDED WOOD CARPET |
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PAGE DESCRIPTION |


